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EDITORIAL REMARKS

In This Issue

Michael H. Hogan with his wife Jane Williams-Hogan were the prime
movers for the October 5 and 6, 2007, conference titled “The World

Transformed . . .” sponsored by the Cole Foundation and the Bryn Athyn
College of the new Church. Record of the conference and the papers
presented are contained in The World Transformed: Swedenborg and the Last
Judgment published by Bryn Athyn College Press. Included also is Michael
Hogan’s “Suggestions for Further Work” in the opening paragraph of
which he says ”It is clear . . . that the nature of the Last Judgment presents
the New Church scholar with an immense methodological challenge, i.e.,
given that the preservation of human freedom necessitated an invisible
last Judgment, we are left with the difficult task of describing the effects of
an event which was intentionally kept beyond normal human sensibility”
(p. 721). He then proposes a methodological framework in which to meet
the challenge, and applies it to a consideration of the industrial revolution.

In his “Contesting the Terms of Salvation: The Making of American
Culture in a Time of Revolution” he says in the Introduction: “This essay is
a study of the history of 18th century American religion from a New
Church Perspective . . . My primary purpose in this essay is to bring to the
fore the theological changes occurring in Reformed Protestantism in
America in the context of the Last Judgment (1757) and the founding of the
New Church (1770) . . . I have a secondary purpose in this essay as well. I
intend it as an example of New Church historiography. My aim is to apply
a New Church conception of historical development at the spiritual level
to the natural activities of human beings in order to see if that enhances,
deepens our understanding of those events. This essay can therefore be
seen as a continuation of the work done in the recently published The
World Transformed: Swedenborg and the Last Judgment (2011).”

Karl Birjukov continues his reflections on Swedenborg’s concept of
influx in Part II. Part I was published in the July–December 2012 issue and
in it the author reflects on how the character of Enlightenment and Kantian
thought served to nurture the naturalism that prevails today, and as
Birjukov notes: “. . . so since so little of anything with a spiritual reference
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can find its way into forms of expression pertaining to the natural world,
this notion of ‘more’ [beyond what the senses alone can tell us] becomes
muted, for the natural world is perceived as a total reality composed of
entirely random motions, forces, accidents, and things” (p. 311). It is
against this background that the notion of “influx” must contend and the
author offers his reflections from philosophical considerations and
Swedenborg’s biblical exegesis and experiences in the spiritual world.

In Notes and Comments is an announcement of the publication in
2013 of volume 4 of Spiritual Experiences by the General Church Press and
translated by Rev. Kurt P. Nemitz. It is available from the bookstore at the
Bryn Athyn Cathedral at www.newchurchbooks.com.

Transactions of the One Hundred and Sixteenth Annual Meeting and
the Treasurer’s Report are included in this issue.

SSA membership and receipt of the journal

At the 2013 Annual Meeting (see Transactions) questions were raised
concerning the current membership of the SSA and subscription to the
journal. In the interests of proceeding into 2014 with a better understand-
ing of our membership and journal recipients’ wishes, enclosed herewith
is a questionnaire and return envelope. Some questions have to do with
greater possible use of the Internet and digital communication about SSA
activities and journal distribution, and your responses in regard to these
will be much appreciated.


