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EDITORIAL REMARKS

In This Issue

President Reuben Bell gave the Annual Address at the 2010 Annual
Meeting in April titled “’Intelligent Design’ Isn’t Very Intelligent

Without the New Philosophy”; it is published in this issue.
In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries there was consid-

erable effort made among New Churchmen, including founding members
of the SSA, to think about the natural world and science in the light of the
Swedenborg’s theological works. Their ideas found expression in Words
for the New Church (Copyright 1878). From the latter, the SSA published
section IV to VI on science and philosophy.

The Annual Address can be viewed as the kind of thinking that the
unnamed authors of Words were advocating. Living in an age when sci-
ence has become a new dogma (see Karl Birjukov in “Science and Spiritu-
ality,” July–December 2007) we clearly need the light of the new philosophy
to shine upon the riches provided by “natural lumen” (to use a phrase
from Words) as expressed in the science of our day, and Reuben Bell
provides this.

Jane Williams-Hogan’s “Swedenborg’s Career on the Board of Mines—
The World of Uses” is a new chapter for her forthcoming biography of
Swedenborg titled The Making of a Modern Visionary: Emanuel Swedenborg
Eyewitness to the Apocalypse. Earlier contributions to this have appeared in
this journal—“Sweden: The Seventeenth-Century Setting” (October–De-
cember 2008) and “Stranger in a Foreign Land. Swedenborg: Traveler,
Observer, Reporter, and Explorer” (January–June 2007).

Reprinting of “Swedenborg’s Scientific Reviewers” continues; the last
published installment was in the July–December 2006 issue.

Who in the world does not wonder “Why?” when contemplating the
daily occurrence of distressing events, whatever is ones’ religious back-
ground? For Christians and others, with a belief in a God of love, this can
be particularly perplexing. Bruce Henderson’s recently published Why
Does God Let It Happen (Swedenborg Foundation), reviewed in this issue,
provides answers from perspectives drawn from Swedenborg’s theologi-
cal works.


