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TRANSACTIONS OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH ANNUAL
MEETING

President Charles S. Cole, Jr. convened the meeting at 8:00 pm, Mon-
day, April 24, 1995 in the Pendleton Hall auditorium, Academy of the
New Church.

The minutes of the previous meeting on April 25, 1994 were approved
as circulated in The New Philosophy.

Mr. Sellner, reporting for the treasurer, advised there was approxi-
mately $7,000 in the Vanguard Fund and $3,000 to $3,500 in the checking
account.

Mrs. Sanfrid E. Odhner reporting for the Nominating Committee
placed the following names before the membership:

President: Charles S. Cole, Jr.

Board of Directors: C. Edward Gyllenhaal
Erik E. Sandstrom
William R. Woofenden

The above were duly confirmed by voice vote.
Dr. Erland J. Brock gave his formal report as editor of The New Philoso-

phy. A copy of this report appears elsewhere in the journal.
Rev. Erik E. Sandstrom reported on the two winners of the SSA Essay

Contest. Mr. Allen Bedford's entry, “A Molecular Marriage: A Metaphori-
cal Look at DNA Structure and Its Function in Protein Synthesis” was
selected  as the graduate level winner. Mr. Bedford was present to receive
his prize in person. Mr. Alan Lewin's entry, “Chaotic Regeneration” was
selected as the undergraduate winner. Mr. Lewin is abroad and will
receive his prize in Manchester, England. The prize awards include $100 in
cash, $100 in purchasing power for SSA publications together with a two
year free membership and the accompanying subscription to The New
Philosophy. There is also an additional $100 when the submission is pub-
lished.
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Dr. Woofenden, reporting for the Publication Committee, advised that
the text of Rational Psychology, which is out of print, has been scanned. The
front and the back of the work have been edited in order to make it more
attractive and readable. A second item involves a study of Swedenborg's
Principia by Norman Newton and making it available to readers. The
Publication Committee is exploring the best way to publish this work
which is highly relevant in today's world. He is consulting with the
Swedenborg Foundation on the matter.

Dr. Baker, the vice-president, directed attention to the financial condi-
tion of the SSA. He provided background on the endeavors of the associa-
tion in publishing Swedenborg's pre-theological works and related books.
He noted the very limited financial base on which the association oper-
ated. He told the membership that the SSA is desirous of raising $200,000
of endowment funds over a period of time, and which would thus provide
income for publishing several books each year. Dr. Baker announced the
establishment of the Charles S. Cole Publication Endowment Fund in
order to accomplish this goal. Further details are forthcoming in The New
Philosophy. It is hoped that those interested in the work of the SSA will be
up to the challenge.

The president announced that Mr. Sellner and Mr. Asplundh are
retiring as secretary and treasurer, respectively.

The evening's business being concluded, Rev. Alfred Acton addressed
the meeting on the subject, “The Beginning and Ending of Life.” The
speaker directed attention toward Swedenborg's considerable pre-theo-
logical studies as recorded in his two volume work the Economy of the
Animal Kingdom. Here, he outlines his concept of embryological develop-
ment. The sperm, containing the father's soul, is transferred to the ovum of
the mother and given protection by the limbus. The soul lays its founda-
tion at the time of conception as opposed to the pre-formation or tiny
person theory. The aura of life force begins with the brain which is the
basis for the understanding. Next comes the heart which is the basis for the
will. Another phase of conjunction now results. As the embryo nears birth
there comes the possibility of the “as of self.” The lungs come into play,
and a different correspondence than that which existed before between the
brain and the heart. There now exists a living conscious being. A person
dies when the correspondence between soul and body dies. When the
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lungs cease, a person starts to die. The heart stops as the process is
reversed. Mr. Acton said that there is value in understanding the process
of death, but the real question is one of motives. What is it doing to you?
How does a person deal with motives?

Questions were raised from the floor, and discussion continued until
approximately 9:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jerome V. Sellner, Secretary

EDITOR'S REPORT

Since the last annual meeting, two double issues of The New Philosophy
have been published for 1994. Some two hundred pages of text include
articles on a variety of topics by nine authors. The first double issue for
1995 will go to press in May, and we have copy in hand for the remainder
of 1995 and into 1996. This situation is an editorial board's delight!

A feature of these issues is the number of authors contributing from
overseas (representing France, Germany, Russia, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom) complementing those from the United States. I have every
expectation that this international character will continue through 1996.

The editorial board has decided to stay with the double-issue format.
There are several reasons for this: by doing so we reduce printing and
mailing costs by having two instead of four issues handled; it makes for
greater efficiency of work time for Mrs. Kirsten Gyllenhaal who, with
great professional skill, produces camera-ready copy for the printer; and it
also makes it more possible to maintain on-time publication from an
editorial standpoint.

I want to make special mention of Rev. Durban Odhner's help with the
journal. It was he who brought Gottlieb Florschütz's Swedenborgs verborgene
Wirkung auf Kant (Kant's hidden influence on Kant) to our attention, the
English translation of which will be completed in 1995. He also recom-
mended publication of Swedish scholar Hans Helander's article on some
of Swedenborg's early poetic works which appeared in the July-December
1994 issue. These are but a few examples of the contributions that Durban
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Odhner has made to the journal over the years, mostly, though not exclu-
sively, in Translator's Corner, a department he edits. For all this we are
most grateful, and to him we extend sincere thanks.

In conclusion, I wish to express my gratitude to the team of people that
continue to work together to bring the journal, now in its 98th year of
publication, to our membership and other subscribers throughout the
world: Alice Fritz who continues to serve as our “outside” proofreader;
the editorial board for its various contributions; and Kirsten Gyllenhaal
who with great care, and the attention to detail required of this kind of
journal, always comes through with something of which we can all be
proud.

Respectfully submitted,
Erland J. Brock, Editor

TREASURER’S REPORT
for period ending December 31, 1994

BALANCE APRIL 30, 1994 ............... $22,719.02

Plus Receipts 1994
Dues ........................................... $ 1,186.42
Contributions ............................ 1,655.00
Book Sales ................................. 2,857.26
SPI .............................................. 7,961.68
Interest ....................................... 200.60
Miscellaneous ........................... 44.25
.................................................... $ 13,905.21

Less Expenses 1994
New Philosophy ....................... $ 6,221.70
Postage ....................................... 204.48
Editorial Expenses ................... 4,260.00
Marketing .................................. 170.67
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Research .................................... 1,500.00
Office Expenses ........................ 2,286.03
Travel ......................................... 1,250.00
Wages ........................................ 3,377.37
SPI Expenses ............................. 9,538.67
.................................................... $ 28,808.92

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 1994 ..... $7,815.31

Respectfully submitted,
Allen J. Bedford, Treasurer

TREASURER'S REPORT
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Charles S. Cole Publication Endowment Fund

The Swedenborg Scientific Association faces the challenge of raising an
endowment fund to enable it to continue meeting its responsibility to
keep Swedenborg's scientific and philosophical works in print, and to
publish related collateral books. At present On Tremulation, Rational Psy-
chology, Psychologica, and A Philosopher's Notebook are out of print, and
stocks of other important works are low. Also, the collateral work Provi-
dence and Free Will in Human Action is no longer available, and prospective
new books await publication.

In response to this situation, the SSA board has resolved to raise an
endowment fund of $200,000. The fund is named in honor of Professor
Charles S. Cole in recognition of his many years of leadership of the
association. The monies will be invested in a professionally managed
charitable mutual fund and the derived income will provide sufficient
revenues to maintain our publication schedule.

The SSA board respectfully requests your help in establishing the Charles
S. Cole Fund over a 3-year period. Please send your tax-deductible contri-
bution (pledged over 3 years if you wish), made payable to the Sweden-
borg Scientific Association, to Mrs. Kirsten H. Gyllenhaal, Administrative
Assistant, Swedenborg Scientific Association, Box 757, Bryn Athyn, PA
19009.

1995 Annual Appeal

For the past several years the association has received generous support in re-
sponse to annual appeals that has enabled it to sustain its journal publication and
book marketing operations. Your consideration of support for these uses would be
much appreciated. A contribution can be sent to the association's office at Box 757,
Bryn Athyn, PA 19009.
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