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This brief summary of some of the truths and falsities in The 
Divine Festal Song (the word “ divine” was added generations 
later and “ comedy” meant then a festal song) gives us only a 
simplified idea of an age quite different from ours; but by further 
comparison and contrasts we may add to our comprehension of 
our own age. Dante was not a prophet or revelator; he was a 
great poet who said, “ This poem kept me lean these many years.” 
“ This poem” is The Divine Comedy, in which we can find a beau
tiful picture of regeneration, if we are willing to sort the dross 
from the gold!

Why are we thinking and writing about Dante’s Divine Comedy 
so many centuries later? Is it because man is born to perceive 
truth and Dante was allowed to resolve, in his magnificent poem, 
the eternal truth that through regeneration man can come to see 
the Visible God?

E D IT O R IA L  N O TE S

Historians apparently have had difficulty in naming that period 
from roughly A.D. 600 to 1200. One period studied by historians 
is called Ancient History, and there is another period called M od
em  History. But the years referred to above have no name and 
can only be referred to in a pejorative manner, as for example, 
“ Medieval.”  Some people call this the “ Dark Ages.”  Thilly in his 
history of philosophy characterizes the Middle Ages by the terms 
“ authority, obedience, and subordination.”  It is possible that the 
modem mind may associate these terms only with religion. And 
because religion has become an object of scorn with some scholars, 
so obedience, subordination and authority themselves, when related 
to a spiritual background, carry a pejorative meaning, even as does 
the term “ Middle Ages.”  Incidentally I wonder what is the rela
tion of these terms to the modern “ state.”  I wonder if “ state”  has 
not become a super term that removes “ my country” into the 
background.

Nevertheless, as the “ Middle Ages”  drew to a close there ap
peared a number of individuals whose contributions to mankind 
are acknowledged freely by modems.

In this issue some space is dedicated to one of these. Dante 
Alighieri was born 700 years ago. It is hoped that New Ph i
losophy readers will enjoy the effort in the lead article in this 
issue, to broaden our perspective with reference to the use of the
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symbol in spiritual matters, and also the effort to broaden philo
sophical perspective in the Philosophical Notes.

I am glad to publish remarks from two of our readers on the 
topic introduced by Dr. Odhner at the latest annual meeting. The 
racial man appears as a symbol that expands our horizon when ap
plied to the state, to society, and even to history. What is this 
racial man? Is it merely a body, as the monist would have it? 
O r does it have a soul as well as a body, as the dualist might have 
it? Is it a fixed symbol, as a certain kind of a dogmatist would 
have it? Or is it a living, growing thing? And is this living, 
growing thing a product of evolution? Or is it a product of the 
wonders of Creation as we come to understand more about those 
wonders ? And á propos of remarks made by our commentators in 
this issue, can a knowledge of the racial man lead to a better or
ganization of society on earth ?

Since the last two installments of the philosophical notes have 
been devoted largely to the symbols associated with the Greek and 
late Middle Ages periods, it is hoped that the next installment will 
develop a theme around a modern symbol that has become of 
importance in scientific thought.

Dandridge M. Cole

The remarks by Dandridge M. Cole in “ Some Comments on 
The Racial Man,”  included in this issue, were mailed to me on the 
day of Dan’s untimely death. They were apparently typed that 
same day, as Dan had suggested in a telephone call I had with him 
the night before. The above editorial notes were completed and 
Dan’s paper was included in the make-up for this issue before I 
learned of his death. I therefore consider it proper to add a few 
remarks about him.

Dan’s formal professional training was in physics. But as he 
developed deeper into the main use of his life he became more and 
more concerned with man— indeed with the problems concerning 
the survival of man on this earth— than with physical principles
per se.

Dan was not alone among physical scientists in this regard. 
The perspectives both within the microcosms and out into the
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macrocosm of the natural world that have struck thinking minds, 
especially during the last quarter of a century, have caused many 
physical scientists to become intensely concerned with man.

His interests were so intense that it can be truthfully said that 
Dan was dedicated. And a dedicated person often becomes iso
lated from others, for his dedication causes him either to become 
more deeply involved or more far-flung in interests in the object of 
his dedication than his contemporaries.

Fortunately for Dan his dedication was timely, and so he did not 
work in isolation. For many years he worked successively with 
two major companies devoted in a practical way to developments 
toward “ flights to the moon”  and the planets. As an author of 
books on space travel, as a lecturer on the television and radio, 
and in his numerous travels over the entire country, he succeeded 
as a teacher in the field of his interest.

Errata

The heading of the first page of Dr. Odhner’s paper in the 
April-June issue of this year should read “ Principles of the New 
Philosophy,”  instead of the customary page heading T h e  N e w  
Philosophy.

In the July-September issue of this year at the bottom of page 
76 the words “ what Jung called the collective consciousness”  
should read “ what Jung called the collective unconscious.”

SW EDEN BORG’ S RATIO N AL PSYCHOLOGY  

Erik Sandstrom 

Lecture II

Sensation and Forms

A  few more things need be said about sensation, before we turn 
to the matter of perception, imagination, and memory. W e left off 
by observing that touch is the universal principle in all sensation, 
whether exterior, interior, or inmost; and we resume by quoting 
the relevant passage from our book :

For the eye to see, it is necessary that something flow into it that can be 
apprehended by the sight. . . .  For the ear to hear, it is necessary that sound 
impinge upon the tympanum and fenestrae o f the ear. For the tongue to
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