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E D IT O R IA L  N O TE S

This issue is devoted to some of the meanings of free-will. The 
lead article, “ Providence and Permission” by Bishop George de 
Charms, considers certain events which seem to challenge the 
existence of free-will. There is an unfortunate interpretation of 
the meaning of free-will that isolates it from responsibility. A  
better word for this is license. According to New Church philoso
phy free-will always is associated with a choice that is of order. 
An understanding therefore of what is the meaning of natural 
order, of spiritual order, and of Divine order, is necessary to 
understand what is meant by the three freedoms: natural, spiritual 
and Divine. They are in no way exclusive; they have a relation 
known as “ by correspondence.”

What is of Divine order and what is of spiritual order are often 
difficult to comprehend by the mind living in space and time. 
Sometimes what is of these higher orders does not seem to fit 
into the nature of things for many living in the perspective of 
nature. Although “ Providence and Permission” was originally 
written as a sermon, its approach seems to complement our study 
of free-will because of its consideration of such things.

A  paper by the same author, Bishop George de Charms, was 
published in the N ew Philosophy for October-December, 1967. 
It is related to this subject because it treats of substance, of Swed
enborg’s early effort to relate what is spiritual to what is natural, 
of Swedenborg’s dependence upon activity within the particles of 
creation, and of the introduction to discrete degrees. The author, 
although a scholar of the Writings and hence of theology, wrote in 
this paper of Swedenborg as a philosopher, that is, one who seeks 
the truth in nature. The preposition “ in”  is important. Sweden
borg began his philosophical speculations by acknowledging God 
not only as Creator but also as the constant preserver through His 
presence in all things of creation. Great philosophers of Sweden
borg’s time— Descartes, Leibnitz, and Newton— all acknowledged 
God as Creator. But His ever-present nature was not acknowl
edged. This omnipresence, as a basis for the acknowledgment of
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the importance of influx, is thus completely missing in traditional 
philosophy. How is God present and how is man’s as-of-self pre
served ? And whence is free-will ? These are two questions that 
must be answered.

The Philosophical Notes have been running now since 1954. 
Originally they were regarded only as what editorial people call 
“ filler.”  But as they have grown in number some difficulty has 
been experienced in referring to them when topics are again taken 
up. It is hoped they may be continued for some time into the 
future, and so in the author’s note book they have been numbered. 
In agreement with this the series in this issue begins with num
ber 222.
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