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ings. There he says: “ God first finited His infinity by substances 
emitted from Himself, from which exists His first ambit which 
makes the sun of the spiritual w orld; and afterwards by that sun He 
perfected the other ambits even to the ultimate which consists of 
things quiescent, and thus finally the world, more and more by 
degrees” ( T.C.R. n. 33). Certainly Swedenborg could not have 
called his point the first spiritual point, any more than the first of a 
fetus can be called the first mental point, i.e., the first point or 
beginning of the mind. It is the first point or beginning of the body, 
for the mind does not yet exist. The first of the mind is when the 
child sensates. So, the revelation of the uses willed by the “ Infinite 
Intelligence” begins not with the first natural point but with the 
first organism formed from matter.

In The Infinite, Swedenborg no longer uses the expressions 
“ point”  or “ first natural point,”  but instead he calls the first of 
creation “ the simple” ; nor does he use these terms in his later 
philosophical w orks; and it has been thought that this indicates 
that Swedenborg abandoned the terms because he thought them 
inadequate. Such a supposition, however, is wholly untenable in 
view of the fact that The Infinite was written almost contemporane
ously with the Principia. In that work, he does not use the term 
first natural point, because he is here treating, not of the creation 
of the natural world, but of the human mind and soul. The term 
first natural point or even first point would therefore have been not 
only inadequate but misleading. Nor, so far as I know, does he 
use the term point elsewhere in his philosophical works, for in none 
of them save the Principia does he deal with the doctrine of creation.
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Creative L ove, by George T. Hill, M.A. The New Church 
College, London; pp. 22. Price, cloth 2s 6d, paper 1s 6d.

This is the Fourth Annual lecture delivered to the New Church 
College in London. A  thoughtful and thought-awakening bro
chure, worthy of the attention of New Church students. In read
ing it, I was particularly impressed with Mr. Hill’s simple but 
profound development of the theme that love is substance.
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Atoms at W ork, by George P. Bischof, Harcourt, Brace and 
Co., New Y ork ; pp. 130. Price $2.25.

A  delightful and highly instructive book. It is written more 
specifically for young people of teen ages, but most adults who are 
not scientists will find it invaluable if they wish to obtain some 
knowledge of atomic chemistry. Beginning with the simplest and 
well known facts, it gradually advances to an explanation of that 
atomic energy of which the world is hearing so much. The ex
planations, simple as they are, are made even more simple by 
innumerable drawings done by Jane Donovan. I highly recom
mend this little book to all, both young and old, who desire knowl
edge concerning atoms at work.

Swedenborg’s Preparation. Address by the Right Rev. 
Alfred Acton, M.A., D.Th., given at 200th Anniversary Celebra
tion of the Publication of Arcana Coelestia. Swedenborg Society 
(Inc.), London, 1951. Price Is 6d.

When first seeing this brochure, one is immediately impressed 
by the handsomeness of the format— it is indeed a beautiful tribute 
from the Swedenborg Society on the occasion of the two hundredth 
anniversary of the publication of the Arcana Coelestia. It is also 
a work which will be valuable not only to the student but in every 
New Church home, giving both adults and young people a deeper 
and truer understanding o f : “ It is now permitted intellectually to 
enter into the mysteries of faith.”

In this comprehensive and interesting Address, we are led to 
see the difference between a dictated and a rational revelation. 
We are amazed at the many studies and experiences Swedenborg 
had to make and endure, in order to be prepared by the Lord to be 
His servant in revealing The Internal Sense of the W ord and The 
Reality of the Spiritual World.

When reading this work, we feel sincere appreciation for Bishop 
Acton’s intensive studies on Swedenborg’s life and background, 
and for the way in which he has been able, through his great 
knowledge of both the Philosophical Works and the Writings, to 
draw for us this very real picture of “ Swedenborg’s Preparation.”

Beginning with Swedenborg’s inheritance, it is shown that his 
Dalecarlian ancestry had a great deal to do with his independence
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of thought, his being kept away from dogmatic theology, and even 
with his peculiar “ tacit breathing” (p. 18).

The reader will find many interesting comments on this breath
ing, both by the Author and by Swedenborg himself.

What is said about Swedenborg’s visit to England in 1710, and 
the influence that her outstanding freedom of speech and the press 
had on the young man of twenty-two— of what he did and whom 
he met in his three-year sojourn there; and the account after his 
return to Sweden, beginning with his publication in Swedish of a 
periodical called “ The Daedalus Hyperboreus” until his return to 
England in 1745— where in April of that year the Lord appeared 
to him and gave him his commission; will hold the reader’s in
terest throughout.

What is said about Swedenborg’s natural life as each one of the 
Philosophical Works was being written is amazing, but still more 
so, is what we find happening to him mentally and spiritually. 
One of these, in connection with the latter, was the seeing of 
flashes and flames of light— and the explanation about this, given 
by Bishop Acton, is so rational that one can see at once that they 
were not hallucinations but were truly “ signs of encouragement,” 
sent from the Lord, which helped Swedenborg to follow stead
fastly in his writings the truth as he saw it, and eventually led 
him through temptation and regeneration to “ receive into his mind 
those wonderful truths of the Second Coming.”

R. O. A.

A utobiography of a Y ogi, by Paramhansa Yogananda. The 
Philosophical Library, New York, 1946; pp. xvi +  485 and Index. 
Price $3.50.

A  very remarkable book that stimulates the thought of every 
man who believes in the immanence of the spiritual world and its 
influence on men. Before the Lord came on earth, the only medium 
of revelation was by means of angels speaking to the prophets in 
visions. Therefore, communication with the spiritual world was 
held open. That communication was abused. Hence the miracles 
and the magic recorded in the Old Testament. Some of the many 
remarkable, not to say miraculous, facts recorded in this book—  
if they are to be regarded as facts, and there seems little room to 
doubt them— can be explained only on the basis of influx from the
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spiritual world. The stupid doctrine of reincarnation which is a 
part of the Yogi Cult can have no place in the mind of a rational 
man, but the many mysterious facts or phenomena recounted in 
this book demand explanation.

The author and a fellow disciple were to meet their guru or 
master, Sri Yukleswar, at the railway station where he would arrive 
from Calcutta at 9 :00 a.m. At 8 :30 the author received a “ tele
pathic message” from his guru saying he had been delayed. His 
fellow disciple, not believing the message, went to the station. The 
author then continues: “ I moved nearer to the window. The scant 
sunlight suddenly increased to an intense brilliancy. Against this 
dazzling background appeared the clearly materialized figure of 
Sri Yukleswar. I knelt before him. I touched his shoes. These 
were a pair familiar to me. His ochre swami cloth brushed against 
me. I distinctly felt not only the texture of his robe but also the 
gritty surface of the shoes and the pressure of his toes within them. 
I stood up and gazed at him questioningly. Master’s voice was 
calm, entirely normal, T have now finished my business in Calcutta 
and shall arrive by the ten o ’clock train. This is not an apparition 
but my flesh and blood form.’ ”

The author gives this as his personal experience, and whatever 
may be the explanation, there is no reason to doubt his word. On 
the other hand, the book contains much hearsay that is simply 
incredible; as, for instance, a guru swallowing water containing 
much lime administered to him by a trickster, and the burning pain 
was felt, not in the guru’s stomach, but in the trickster’s— and was 
instantaneously removed by the guru. Even the author’s own ex
periences are open to a different explanation than the one he gives. 
Thus, he felt the “ telepathic vibrations” of a deceased friend coming 
from a certain direction, and concluded that his friend had been 
reincarnated in the womb of a woman. Inquiring at a house sit
uated in the same direction, he found a woman with child. There
fore he concludes she carried his reincarnated friend!

After reading this remarkable book, one is dismayed at learning 
that the author commercializes his yogi gifts by the establishment 
of a school in California, from which he advertises that for an 
initial payment of two dollars and a monthly payment of one 
dollar, one may not only be taught the mysteries of yogi but also 
obtain “ a magnetic personality, a happy disposition, creative ability,



attractive appearance, and the ability to change the attitude of all 
towards you,” etc.

There is much about the influence of the spiritual world that we 
do not understand, as, for instance, how the miracles recorded in 
the New Testament were done. The Writings say it was by the 
influx of spiritual things into natural. But this gives us only a 
general idea. May it be that by a study of the phenomena pre
sented by Yogi we shall better understand this statement?
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O N  T H E  O RIG IN  O F COLORS *
B y  N .  J . Berridge, P h .D .

Since correspondence is a law of creation, a fuller understanding 
of natural things should make possible a fuller understanding of 
spiritual things.

The correspondence of spiritual things with natural things is the 
means by which the internal sense of the W ord may be understood. 
Thus an adequate knowledge of correspondence enables us to recall 
spiritual knowledge when we ponder on objects of the external 
world. But this correspondence is not an arbitrary symbolism; it 
is also the law of creation; it relates natural things to their spiritual 
causes. Thus we may do even more. W e may, by means of cor
respondences, interpret our knowledge of natural things into spir
itual terms, whereby our understanding of spiritual things is 
strengthened. W e must, however, proceed with great caution, 
because at first sight this appears like making spiritual knowledge 
dependent on natural knowledge; but this is not really so, for spir
itual truth will always be in the first place and will select and use 
that natural truth by which it can enrich itself. There will be 
much other natural knowledge which cannot be so used. This will 
be either because the spiritual truth or understanding is lacking, or, 
probably more often, because the natural knowledge is incomplete 
or misinterpreted. This knowledge will have to be put on one side 
till our advancement is such that it becomes useful. In this way 
we shall attempt to apply the “ principle that leads to all wisdom” 
(A.C. 2568, 2588).

The importance of this method of enriching our spiritual under
standing lies in the fact that a tremendous increase has occurred in

* Reprinted from The New-Church Herald of Sept. 16, 1950.
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