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Swedenborg’s philosophy of the physical and mental worlds involves
two essential ideas: (1) That the physical world is one of secondary

causes and effects while the spiritual is one of primary causes. And (2) that
all human thought and affection have their origin in the spiritual world,
received as influx. As a consequence, people live in two worlds as once, as
Swedenborg declares.

As a consequence, it is clear that all creative human mental activity is
derived from this influx, and just as clear that in the body—as the vehicle
for the manifestation of this—there must be pathways for the expression
of it. The thoughts and affections expressed in books received for review
therefore represent the embodiment of influx from the spiritual plane,
freely received and individually modified by the form of the mind receiv-
ing it.

From the Swedenborg Society, London, England

The Feeling of What happens/Smile or Die
Author: Dr David Lister
Swedenborg Society Transaction, No. 8
2012
62pp., pb
Figures 1–13
ISBN: 978-0-85448-174-3
Price: £19.95

In a Preliminary Note, we read that the content of this work consists of
two lectures given as part of celebrations of Swedenborg’s birthday in
2010 and 2011, hence the binary title.

This extensively illustrated work, including many colored figures,
speaks especially to the ideas expressed above because it treats of the
anatomy and function of the brain in human life and therefore of the
pathways of influx.
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Carl Bernhard Wadström: In Search of the New Jerusalem
Author: PL Johnson
Swedenborg Society Transaction, No. 9
2013
34pp., pb
Figures 1–24
ISBN: 978-0-85448-176-7
Price: £6.95

The author opens the Introduction with: “Carl Bernhard Wadström
(1746–99) was a Swedish industrialist and civil servant who is best know
for his connection with the anti-slavery movement. In the 1770s , as an
affiliate of the Swedish Academy of Science, he and his brothers August
and Carl Nordenskiöld came across unpublished Swedenborg manuscripts
which the Swedenborg family had placed there after his death. They
became interested and started a group called the Exegetic and Philan-
thropic Society to study Swedenborg’s writings” (p. 5). Then follows what
can be considered a biography (short though it be) of Wadström.

The Garment of Love: Charity is the Bond of Perfection
Author: Anders Hallengren
Swedenborg Society Transaction, No. 10
2013
24pp., pb
ISBN: 978-0-85448-177-4
Price: £6.95

On the copyright page we read that this work is the “Presidential
‘Birthday Meeting’ talk at Swedenborg Hall o n 28 January 2012 . . .”, and
in it President Hallengren explores what is at the core of Swedenborg’s
ethics. On page eleven we find what this is: “There is no wisdom, no truth
without love, and, indeed, no religion, since religion is a life of love, and
the truths of faith are closed to the uncharitable.”
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A Descriptive Bibliography of the Works of Emanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772)
Volume II
Edited and compiled by Norman Ryder
Swedenborg Society
2012
520pp., hb
ISBN: 978-0-85448-175-0
Price: £50.00

In the January–June , 2012 issue of this journal (Vol. CXV, Nos. 1 & 2) a
review of volume I of this work was published (pp. 257–259). In volume I,
“Section C: Bibliographical Descriptions, 1700–1742” began on page 31;
the volume closed at page 539 with descriptions of A Hieroglyphic Key to
Natural and Spiritual Arcana.

In the front matter of volume II, on page v, is “General Outline of
Contents” (of the whole work) from its introduction, sections A through F
and index, which usefully reminds the reader of the whole projected work.
Then follows “Contents of Volume Two” that includes “Introduction,”
“List of Abbreviations,” and “A Glossary of Bibliographical Terms,” and
“Section C: Bibliographic Descriptions, 1743–1755.” Then the continuation
of section C continues, pages 1–494. This volume closes with entry 55/
01—“Memorandum on the Liquor Trade in Sweden.”

Included with this volume is an insert titled “A Supplement to A
Descriptive Bibliography of the Works of Emanuel Swedenborg 1688–
1772,” that includes “Additions to Volume One of the Bibliography,”
“Additions to Volume Two of the Bibliography,” “Corrections to Volume
One of the Bibliography,” and “Corrections to Volume Two of the Bibliog-
raphy.”

The works above are available at http://www.swedenborg.org.uk



468

THE NEW PHILOSOPHY, January–June 2013

From the Swedenborg Foundation Press, West Chester, Pennsylvania

The Core of Johnny Appleseed: The Unknown Story of a Spiritual Trailblazer
Author: Ray Silverman
Illustrator: Nancy Poes
2012
152pp., pb
Index
ISBN: 978-0-87785-345-9
Price: $11.95

On the inside flap of the front cover we read: “Recent biographies of
John Chapman . . . have portrayed him as anything from a schizophrenic
wandering ascetic to a hedonistic pleasure-seeker. But who was the real
man behind the misconceptions?

“In this spiritual biography Ray Silverman explores the stories and
popular misconceptions about Johnny Appleseed as well as the truths
behind the legends. . .”

And on the back cover we find: “The only way to make sense of John
Chapman’s life is through Emanuel Swedenborg. In The Core of Johnny
Appleseed, Ray Silverman shows us why this is so.” —Howard Means,
author of Johnny Appleseed: The Man, the Myths, the American Story.

In the Presence of Angels: Reflections on Mattie Pearl and Emanuel Swedenborg
Author: Andrea R. Garrison
2012
144pp., pb
Illustrated
ISBN: 978-0-87785-350-3
Price: $11.95

On the back cover, from Heather Rodale, founder,
HealingThroughtheArts.org, we read this: “If we knew that our spiritual
lives continue after we left this earth, would we live our lives differently—
with more love, compassion and gratitude? Andrea Garrison enlightens
us by sharing her mother’s and grandfather’s ‘crossing over’ experiences.”
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And from George F. Dole, translator of [Swedenborg’s] Heaven and Hell:
“This is a book about things that matter supremely, written straight from
the author’s heart—a book that needs to be read from the heart, so take it
slowly, a page at a time.”

Patterns: MAKE’EM AND BREAK ‘EM
Edited by Robert F. Lawson & Carol S. Lawson
Chrysalis Reader/Swedenborg Foundation
2013
Illustrated
270pp., pb
ISBN: 978-0-87785-244-5
Price: $15.95

“Patterns: MAKE’EM AND BREAK ‘EM is the twenty-eighth and last
edition of CHRYSALIS, which includes its nine years as a triannual journal
and nineteen years as a annual book series. To the writers, artists, and
editors involved with this creation and publication of CHRYSALIS: we give
our sincere thanks.” [Editors]

Following an Editor’s Note and Preface, this volume includes some six
dozen pieces. Of this volume, we read on the back cover from Raymond
Moody, M.D., Ph.D. “I’ve enjoyed this outstanding periodical for more
than twenty years. Examining the spiritual dimension of patterns? What a
brilliant concept!” And from Mehmet Oz, M.D., “These are real-life people
with real-life spiritual issues as described by Emanuel Swedenborg.”

The works above are available at http://www.swedenborg.com

Erland Brock
Bryn Athyn
Pennsylvania


