
The New Philosophy. 
A Journal devoted to the exposition of the philosophy presented in the scientific, 

philosophical and theological works of Emanuel Swedenborg. 
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T H R E E V I E W S OF C R E A T I O N . 

Two general positions are held i n regard to the 
origin of nature. One is that God created nature, 
and the other is that matter is eternal. The doc-
trine of Creation by God, as usually held, is that 
which has been deduced from the Mosaic account 
i n Genesis. This teaches that God created the 
universe and all things therein out of nothing, by 
simply saying, let i t be, and i t came into existence. 
St i l l , Moses never says that they were created out 
of nothing. This view is tersely put in the Pres-
byterian Confession of Faith, as follows : " The 
work of creation is that wherein God did in the 
beginning, by the word of his power, make of noth-
ing, the world and all things therein for himself, 
w i t h i n the space of six days, and all very good." 
This view of creation rests on the bl ind faith i n 
the infinite power of God, without any idea of the 
manner of creation. I t simply asserts as a fact 
that God made the world and all things therein 
out of nothing in six days. So long as men ac-
cepted theological tenets without distinct thought 
concerning them, this doctrine was generally re-
ceived throughout the Christian Church. A t that 
time any suggested difficulty was swept aside by 
the saying that " t o God all things are possible," or 
that "we must keep our understanding under obe-
dience to f a i t h . " These replies were sufficient to 
silence any queries that asked how something could 
be made out of nothing ; or that suggested that 
out of nothing nothing could be made ; or that 
brought up any apparent inconsistencies in the Mo-
saic account. 

During the latter half of the last century and. the 
present one men have laid aside the fear of ecclesi-
astical censure, and have begun to examine these 
questions in the l ight of their natural reason. By 
means of the facts of science, especially of astron-
omy and geology, they have been led to reject one 
thing after another of this theory of the origin of 
nature. First, geology showed that the earth had 
been formed, not six thousand years ago, but m i l -
lions of years ago. Archeology showed that man 
had existed on the earth for much more than six 
thousand years. Geology also showed that instead 

4>f the world being created i n six days of twenty-

four hours each, it took millions of years to bring 
it into condition to be inhabited by man. 

When men began to realize the force of the vast 
array of facts gathered by the researches of geolo-
gists, they saw, also, that creation in six days of 
twenty-four hours each was not true. The literal 
accuracy of the Mosaic account of creation was 
thus rejected. I t was also seen that i n the pro-
duction of the effects seen in nature the law of 
cause and effect universally prevails. Means are 
used to accomplish ends. The power that pro-
duces the result works by tangible means, and 
thence came the belief that the things of the world 
did not spring into existence i n a moment, out of 
nothing. These and similar ideas, born from mod-
ern sciences, have completely destroyed the old 
view of creation out of nothing in six days. Now 
the theologians believe the six days were six geo-
logical periods of immense duration ; but they 
have not yet found a substitute for the " n o t h i n g " 
out of which the universe was made. 

The human mind needs some explanation of the 
origin of the universe to satisfy its higher rational 
and spiritual faculties. This is shown by many 
things. Every religion, whatever be its quality, 
makes some attempt to solve this problem. Phi-
losophers in al l ages have given i t much of their 
attention. Now that scientists have destroyed a 
faith in the old statement, they are not content 
without setting forth a new solution to this prob-
lem. 

Let us examine the position which is now taken 
as the alternative to that of the old theology. One 
great advance over the old view that scientists 
have now made is that effects in nature are traced 
to causes, and these again to their causes, i n a 
continued series. Thus the rational mind now en-
ters into the consideration of the subject, and en-
deavors by a course of reasoning to find out the 
first cause or origin of al l things. I t is s t i l l a ques-
tion whether science has offered a rational solution 
or not. Geology traces back the history of the 
earth, showing that as we go back i n long ages of 
time the higher forms of life disappear, and then 
the lower, u n t i l at length no forms of life existed. 
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Astronomy takes up the problem, and, i n theory at 
least, supposes that in the remote past the ear th — 
yea, the sun and entire system—existed as a vast 
nebulous mass of matter, from which, by the oper-
ation of natural laws, al l the complicated and won-
derful forms of matter, l i v i n g and dead, have i n 
course of time been evolved. 

When we push back our inquiries farther, and 
ask, whence came all this vast quantity of matter? 
Whence came the energy stored up in it ? Did i t 
possess all the energy manifested in the universe 
from that time to this ? We elicit the reply that 
matter is eternal. That is, i t never was created. 
The original nebula, also, must have possessed a 
much greater quantity of energy than now exists 
i n our system, for i t has lost much owing to radia-
tion. But how this energy originated cannot be 
explained. Another important question i n regard 
to this eternal matter is, did i t possess life, intel l i -
gence, wisdom, and a mind to plan, reason, and 
adapt means to an end ? To this a negative an-
swer must be given. Thence we see that dead 
matter wi th no power to t h i n k , reason, adapt means 
to an end, by mere physical and chemical proper-
ties, chanced to produce, not only the complicated 
and wonderful varieties of substances i n nature, 
w i t h their laws of inter-relation ; but also all l i v i n g 
things, and in man the qualities of intellect and 
w i l l , w i t h all that they involve. Thus life was cre-
ated by death, intellect and wisdom by a condition 
worse than idiocy and stupidity, by even their ab-
sence. Affection, love, thought, knowledge, friend-
ship, yea, al l moral and spiritual qualities were 
created by dead matter. Thus, whilst criticising 
the old cosmogony for teaching that an infinite 
and omnipotent God created the world out of noth-
ing, scientists make dead matter, possessing neith-
er wisdom, intelligence nor w i l l power, the creator 
of qualities that did not previously exist either i n 
or out of itself ; which is practically the same doc-
trine held by the theologians of the creation of 
something from nothing. Science as a destroyer 
of irrational doctrines has shown itself a veritable 
g iant ; but as a builder of a system of doctrine 
which explains the origin of the universe in a sat-
isfactory manner, i t makes a complete failure, fall-
ing into the same error as its antagonist; yea, des-
cending to more absurd propositions by affirming 
that a dead cause produced all things, including 
l i v i n g and intelligent agents. 

I f these two explanations of creation were the 
only ones available for the cultivation of the ra-
tional power of the race, its mental food would i n -
deed be as nourishing to the mind as inorganic 
matter would be to its body. The New Philoso-
phy of Swedenborg, however, supplies that which 
is lacking in both the former systems. Let us,' 

then, compare this system w i t h the other two. The 
Old Theology, indeed, begins w i t h a l i v i n g omnip-
otent God, but i t separates h i m from the created 
universe by a gulf which the rational mind cannot 
pass. Science in general, i n its theories, el imi-
nates God from creation. Some scientists, indeed, 
acknowledge God as Creator. S t i l l , there remains 
w i t h them the same impassable gulf which the ra-
tional mind cannot cross. The New Philosophy, 
however, makes the connection which can be ap-
preciated by reason, and which is i n harmony w i t h 
revelation and wi th the facts of science. The Old 
Theology begins w i t h the Creator, at the top of the 
ladder of causation ; but i t does not possess the 
rounds of the ladder which connect i t w i t h nature. 
Hence, in endeavoring to descend, i t falls down 
headlong. Science begins at the bottom of the 
ladder and endeavors to ascend to the first cause ; 
but because i t does not possess these intermediate 
steps of the ladder of causation, i t remains on the 
lowest round of the ladder, and seeks for all causes 
in the region of dead matter. 

Swedenborg, as a scientist and philosopher, be-
gan on the lowest round of the ladder by investi-
gating the properties and laws of matter. He re-
cognized God as the highest, the origin of all 
things, and he searched dil igently for the interme-
diate rounds of the ladder which make the connec-
tion between God and nature. By searching, he 
discovered, as a philosopher, the degrees of ascent 
that exist in nature ; and, as a theologian, the de-
grees of ascent above nature were revealed to h i m ; 
by the union of which a connected series of steps 
of ascent exists, which connects God, the Most 
H i g h , wi th the lowest things of earth, His foot-
stool. The minds of men and of angels can ra-
tionally perceive by these steps how all things, 
from highest to lowest, are connected i n a series of 
end cause and effect. 

As a philosopher, Swedenborg laid down, or 
rather discovered, the principles by which this as-
cent from lowest to highest can be made. I n his 
work on the A n i m a l Kingdom he says : 

" I intend to examine physically and philosophi-
cally the whole anatomy of the body. . . 1 pur-
pose afterwards to give an introduction to Rational 
Psychology, consisting of certain nezv doctrines, 
through the assistance of which we may be con-
ducted, from the material organism of the body, to 
a knowledge of the soul, which is immaterial. 
These are the Doctrine of Forms ; the Doctrine of 
Order and Degrees ; also, the Doctrine of Series 
and Society : the Doctrine of Inf lux ; the Doctrine 
of Correspondence and Representation ; lastly, the 
Doctrine of Modif icat ion."—n. 14. 

By these doctrines, which we expect to treat of 
more ful ly and distinctly at another time, Sweden-
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borg, i n the doctrine of series,gives the law and order 
of successive production from the first to the last of 
each thing. He shows that all things are connect-
ed in order from first to last, and the first proceeds 
according to order, through intermediates, to the 
last. This can be shown by illustrations through-
out nature. The sun acts into all things of the so-
lar system, but i t acts through the intermediate at-
mospheres, and i t can produce no effect directly on 
the lowest, all its powers are communicated by the 
vibratory motions of the atmospheres. Remove 
these intermediate means, and the sun would cease 
to produce any effect in the universe ; gravitation 
itself would cease, according to his philosophy. 

Another principle brought forth by Swedenborg 
is the doctrine of degrees. There are two kinds of 
degrees, namely, degrees of altitude and degrees of 
latitude. The nature of degrees of latitude is 
shown where there is more or less of the same k ind, 
as, for instance, the air in its ascent becomes rarer, 
but i t is st i l l air, possessing the same qualities. 
The nature of degrees of altitude may be illustrated 
by the difference between air and ether. I n this 
case air is on a lower plane. A ir , be i t ever so rar-
ified, never becomes ether. I t is distinctly differ-
ent, and thence we say there is a discrete degree 
between them. Now, in the ascent toward real 
causes, there must be an ascent through discrete 
degrees. As we ascend in degree we come to more 
sublime and powerful forces and causes. I n the 
lowest atmosphere, by its motions, we find wind 
and sound, and by its pressure are produced vari-
ous effects. I f we ascend into the ether we come 
to more subtle forces and to superior powers. These 
could not be exerted unless the ether were a sub-
stantial medium, but yet its presence is not mani-
fest except by its effects, so that i t is even yet re-
garded as a theoretical entity, because it cannot be 
weighed, measured or investigated bv the senses. 
Yet in and by this intangible medium we see man-
ifested the forces of the sun in the form of heat, 
l ight and electricity. 

Subtle and intangible as is the ether, Sweden-
borg teaches that there is a sti l l more subtle medi-
um, a higher degree of matter, a round st i l l higher 
i n the ladder of causation, an atmosphere which he 
calls the aura. This atmosphere, being st i l l purer, 
is the seat of higher powers. The forces of the sun 
flow immediately into this atmosphere, and are 

communicated through i t to the lower. I t is also 
the medium by which magnetism and gravitation 
act. I t also has numerous functions connected 
w i t h the interior structures of the human body, 
and especially in the operation of the brain. 

We mention these things to show i n a general 
way an ascent in perfection by discrete degrees. 
Without a knowledge of these degrees no one can 
gain a true conception of the real causes of things, 
for by them we can ascend, step by step, to per-
ceive the seat and origin of the forces of nature. 

These atmospheres, however, are only media. 
The foice itself is in the sun. A l l material forces 
are derived from this origin. The natural sun, 
however, derives all its powers from the spiritual 
sun. I n the spiritual world, likewise, there are 
three discrete degrees of ascent in altitude and in 
perfection, by which an ascent is made to the spir-
itual sun, which is the first emanation or produc-
tion from God. Briefly stated, therefore, Sweden-
borg's philosophy begins at the Centre, an infi-
nite and omnipotent Divine Man, possessing infi-
nite love, wisdom and power. By emanation from 
H i m were produced all lower substances in the 
spiritual world, and all materials in the natural 
world. By successive mediations through at-
mospheres in both worlds, He communicates al l 
the forces and powers that exists in them, and He 
continually operates into and sustains all things 
i n the order in which they were created. Sweden-
borg, therefore, shows to us in a philosophical form 
the ladder of connection between God and man, 
which was representatively shown in Jacob's 
dream, when he saw "a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of i t reached to heaven ; and behold 
the angels of God ascending and descending on i t , 
and behold the Lord stood above it."—Genesis, 
xxviir.12,13. 

I n the three philosophical systems that we have 
mentioned, the first takes an arbitrary God, work-
ing i n an arbitrary way, as the Creator of the uni-
verse ; the second takes a mechanical th ing , work-
ing in a mechanical way, as the creator of al l 
things ; but the t h i r d shows an intelligent Being, 
working through a connected series of causes and 
effects, from first to last, through degrees of sub-
stances as media, to produce the results in visible 
and invisible nature. W h i c h is the most reason-
able and worthy of belief ? 

D a r w i n ' s Facts Il lustrating Swedenborg's Philosophy. 
A n exceedingly interesting illustration of Swe-

denborg's philosophy is afforded by the researches 
of Darwin into the growth of plants. 

I n his work on " T h e Power of Movement in 

Plants" he published the results of his characteris-
tically careful observations on a number of plants, 
the sum total of which was, that every plant-organ 
is continually moving in a spiral. Others had ob* 


