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TR A N SA C TIO N S OF T H E  S IX T Y -F IR S T  A N N U A L 
M EETIN G  OF T H E  SW EDEN BO RG  

SCIEN TIFIC A SSO C IA TIO N

The Sixty-first Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association was held at Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, on Wednes
day, May 21st, 1958.

The meeting was called to order at 8 :00 p.m. by the President, 
Prof. Edward F. Allen.

The Minutes of the last Annual Meeting were adopted as printed 
in the N ew Philosophy for July, 1957.

The Chairman appointed Mr. William R. Cooper a Committee 
on the Roll. Mr. Cooper later reported an attendance of 84 
persons, 49 of whom were members of the Association.

The Chairman then reported that a Nominating Committee had 
been appointed, consisting of Messrs. John C. Echols and Lawson 
A. Pendleton.

Mr. Lawson Pendleton, speaking for the Nominating Committee, 
thereupon nominated Prof. Edward F. Allen for President.

There being no other nominee, the Secretary was instructed to 
cast a unanimous ballot for Prof. Edward F. Allen as President 
for the coming year, whereupon Prof. Allen was duly declared 
elected.

The Committee then nominated the following for membership on 
the Board of Directors: Randolph W . Childs, Charles S. Cole, 
Marlin W . Heilman, W . Cairns Henderson, Morna Hyatt, Ralph 
H. McClarren, Hugo Lj. Odhner, Joel Pitcairn, Kenneth Rose 
and Leonard I. Tafel.

Ballots were cast, and the Judges of Election, Messrs. Leon 
Rhodes and Ralph Klein, subsequently reported the election of 
Miss Morna Hyatt and Messrs. Randolph W . Childs, Charles S.
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Cole, Marlin W. Heilman, W. Cairns Henderson, Hugo Lj. 
Odhner, Joel Pitcairn, Kenneth Rose and Leonard I. Tafel.

In his Report, the President spoke of the unity of science and 
humanism. He emphasized that this Association is philosophical 
rather than scientific in nature, and gave some examples of studies 
that could be made requiring both humanistic and scientific back
grounds.

The Report of the Treasurer was then called for and read by 
Miss Beryl G. Briscoe, who reported a balance in the General 
Account of $1753.89, and in the Publication Account of $1806.92. 
It was shown that the cost of publication of the N ew Philosophy 
was still not covered by receipts from dues and subscriptions, the 
deficit being made up by contributions. Fifty or more new mem
bers are needed to make the N ew Philosophy self-supporting. 
159 books were sold during the year, and there are now 271 
members as against 272 for last year. The Treasurer’s Report 
was received with thanks.

The Report of the Editor noted that more copy is coming in 
and that contributions have been received from new sources.

The Secretary read the Report of the Board of Directors, and 
reports from chapters and groups in Glenview, Kitchener and 
Toronto.

The Annual Address was delivered by Randolph W . Childs, 
Esq., who spoke on the Gothenburg Trial.

A  number of people thanked Mr. Childs for his extensive re
search and new presentation of the history of this period in the 
development of the New Church, and also questioned and dis
cussed some of the points made. Among those who discussed the 
Address were President Allen and Messrs. Charles S. Cole, Hugo 
Lj. Odhner, W . Cairns Henderson, Leon Rhodes, Clarence Hotson 
and Bishop Willard D. Pendleton.

The meeting then adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
M orna H yatt, Secretary

REPORT OF TH E BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
1957-1958

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Association, four meetings 
of the Board have been held on the following dates: May 15, 
December 10, 1957, March 11, May 21, 1958.
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A t the meeting of May 15, 1957, the following officers were 
elected:

Vice-President: Mr. Charles S. Cole.
Editorial Board: Rev. W . Cairns Henderson, Executive Editor,

Miss Morna Hyatt, Messrs. Edward F. Allen, Hugo Lj. Odhner. 
Treasurer: Miss Beryl G. Briscoe.
Secretary: Miss Morna Hyatt.

The arrangements for the Annual Meeting mainly occupied the 
attention of the Board at the March meeting.

At the meeting of May 21, the Annual Reports of the President, 
Treasurer and Editorial Board were presented and discussed and 
appropriate actions taken.

The Report of the Committee on the publication of Mr. Harold 
F. Pitcairn’s Concordance for the Rational Psychology was also 
given.

The President announced that Miss Morna Hyatt had resigned 
as a member of the Editorial Board, and that Mr. Lawson Pendle
ton had expressed willingness to serve on this Board.

Arrangements for the continuation of our joint meetings with 
the Civic and Social Club, discussion of liaison with Convention 
and Conference, together with other routine business, also occu
pied the attention of the Board.

Respectfully submitted,

M orna H yatt, Secretary

R E PO R T OF T H E  PRESID EN T

Although our Association has a very small membership, and only 
a small fraction of that membership is able to supply studies to 
keep us active, nevertheless our work is very important and cannot 
be evaluated in terms of our small resources.

W orld political events, scientific developments and educational 
experiments of the present day have increased the need for think
ing men to apply themselves to general questions regarding the 
basis upon which practical judgments are made. Unfortunately, 
people who are in intellectual activities too often are limited in their 
range of view by a narrowness imposed by the limitation of their 
own training— a training which nevertheless has produced results
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for them. And because of these results it is often assumed by 
them that their training is adequate. Man’s horizon is measured 
by the altitude of the place upon which he stands with reference 
to that which surrounds him.

One of these limitations marks out the division between the 
so-called humanists and the so-called scientists. I have thought 
that it might be useful in these remarks to point out that there is 
need for certain general studies. These would cut across such 
artificial boundaries created, not by the education of man in the 
humanities or the sciences, but rather by his limited education in 
one or the other.

The effort to answer such questions as the following illustrates 
the existence of the need for such general studies, and for bringing 
to these studies an attitude that rises above limitations of artificial 
boundaries in man’s thinking.

The first question is: Why the Swedenborg Scientific Associa
tion ? And connected with this: Why does this Association publish 
a journal called the N ew Philosophy? N o group of philosophi
cal writers ever before formed such a scientific organization as this. 
No scientific organization ever published a philosophical journal 
such as ours. Perhaps our founders way back in 1900 knew the 
answers. But do we? Are we and what is ours properly named? 
And if so, why? If not, then what shall we be and what shall we 
do? As president of this body I would welcome seeing a study 
of this. Whether a scientist can or will do it, or whether a 
humanist will or can do it, I really do not know. But I am sure 
that the questions asked here are important enough to answer, 
important enough to presuppose some sort of answer, if we are 
to advertise ourselves to new prospective members and contribu
tors, which we must do if we are to survive.

The second question is related to a much ado about bringing 
together the scientific and religious attitudes. One of our sister 
publication groups in the New Church is spending considerably of 
its resources on a campaign during this International Geophysical 
Year to make timely appeal to people about the relation between 
science and religion. While this particular activity has not pro
gressed to the point at which some of us can understand really 
what the end in view may be, it yet suggests another topic. What 
are the criteria by which the scientist judges himself to be a scien
tist, and what are those by which the student of religion considers
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himself to be such a student? W ho can make a study of this—  
a scientist, or a humanist ? Again as president of the Association 
I feel that the answer must bear upon our philosophy— if indeed it 
is not our philosophy?

A  third question has to do with the relation of Swedenborg’s 
philosophical works and the Writings. Oh! I know! the older 
generation and the one that preceded discussed and wrote much on 
this. But this is already history for most of us, and history that 
is buried in journals and books is not ours unless we can under
stand the problems in that history in terms of our day. Illustra
tions could be given to show that we seem to be losing touch with 
this history, and active work in the question is limited to that done 
by only one or two persons.

A  fourth question is suggested by the following: Recently I 
was reading in a book on the history of philosophy the arguments 
of the early church fathers. Out of what these men said rose the 
Christian Church. For a time at least what was essential to that 
church was the authority of revelation. How did this come about 
among the learned, and how did it gradually over the centuries 
become less and less important among church leaders?

I could go on bringing up other such general questions for the 
answers to which students are needed who have more to them than 
what science alone can give— or humanism either!

But I will bring this list to a close with one more question sug
gested by the speaker you are about to hear this evening. The 
subject suggested is: What is the philosophy of law? What a 
tremendous topic! What law? Legal law? Natural law? Scien
tific law? Moral law?— perhaps all of them. Who will or can 
write on it?

None of these topics I have mentioned is scientific in the usual 
sense of that word. All of them can and should be considered 
from a philosophical point of view. The Swedenborg Scientific 
Association might well be helped to continue in its uses through 
the consideration of such serious questions as well as those that 
have been its main support, namely, biographical and specific topics 
relating to Swedenborg’s scientific and philosophical works.

The point of emphasis here is one of broadening the kind of 
scholastic support we can have. The questions are only suggestive. 
Is there any reason why most of our board members are scientific
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and technical people, and that many of our written contributions 
seem in the recent past to have come from such people ?

Perhaps we have overemphasized the narrow meaning of “ scien
tific” in our title. Actually, there can be no contest between the 
humanist as a humanist and the scientist as a scientist— any more 
than there can be an athletic contest between a sprinter as a sprinter 
and a prize fighter as a prize fighter. But sports as a whole could 
dispose of sprinters, and also of prize fighters, and still be sports, 
somewhat. But I do not see how the search for knowledge, I do 
not see how philosophy in particular, can dispose of either hu
manism or science— at least in the age in which we live, and for 
the genius of which we are members— and still be a search for 
knowledge in general, or a development of philosophy in particular.

Philosophy! What is it? It is the study of general questions 
that strive to relate what otherwise would remain as isolated spe
cialties. In the New Church we have come to regard our philoso
phy, not as a specialty in logic or in the study of Being, or in any 
other of the topics that from time to time have given to philosophy 
its history. Rather have we regarded it, as the ancients did, as 
relating man to creation— the whole of man to the whole of crea
tion. This we sometimes call the connected whole.

What is the connected whole? Who can write about it— the 
scientist, or the humanist? I am afraid neither, as a scientist or 
as a humanist. It will have to be one who knows enough to be 
able to be free of both scientism and humanism; yet one who has 
enough training in each of these two in order to understand through 
experience what each means to a comprehension of reality. The 
aspects of life taught through science and the humanities are very 
different. These aspects are more different than the appearance 
of the outside of a cube is to the inside. These appearances are 
still on the same plane, namely the scientific. Yet the aspect of 
the outside of a cube as a cube, and a cube built of builders mate
rials as a shelter for man against the elements, is a better illustra
tion. But the illustration is improved when now we go within the 
cube and see it as a cube or as a room that represents home to 
someone. Home is more than just shelter. But going outside 
again and taking another look, we see the cube again, not just as 
a cube, nor even just a shelter, but as an architectural creation. 
This typifies a tradition that places the cube in an historical setting, 
and we are becoming more and more removed from the mere scien
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tific which is the cube. But for the one who had not been trained 
to see the cube as a cube, nor the shelter as a shelter, nor the 
tradition as such, this collection may appear just as another object 
interfering with or breaking the continuous line that is the horizon. 
But this is not all. Now that we have begun to comprehend some
thing of the cube as a connected whole as to its form, as to its use, 
as to its place in the history of man with reference to his art, for 
example, we reenter the cube which we now call a room ; and as we 
enter it, it takes on an entirely new aspect— the aspect of home, 
of the culture of those to whom it is home, of the culture of those 
of that generation to which they belong, of the nature of the race 
of which that generation is a part, yes, something about the nature 
of man himself— all this, and more too, about what at first was only 
a cube!

Recently I read in a book the following: “ Has it ever occurred 
to anyone that the eye is the only one among the sense organs whose 
receptive character the naive person does not recognize; reversing 
the situation he is much rather inclined to think of visual rays 
emanating from the eye than of light rays emitted from objects 
impinging on it. One finds this ‘visual ray’ not seldom in cartoons, 
even in older sketches of popular physics, as a dotted line drawn 
from the eye to the object, which latter is indicated by an arrow 
pointing to it at the far end. And, dear (father) reader, or still 
better, dear (mother) reader, think of the ‘shining eyes’ with which 
you child ‘beams’ at you when you have brought him a new toy; 
and then let the physicist tell you that, in reality, nothing emanates 
from those eyes— they are continuously bombarded by light quanta 
— that is their way of functioning. In reality. Strange reality. 
Something seems to be missing from it.’ ’

Was this written by a scientist or a humanist? In this case it 
happened to be a scientist! A  physicist! an atomic physicist! 
The inventor of the Schroedinger Equation in wave mechanics. 
In fact it was written by Erwin Schroedinger himself. The con
nected wholeness of man is not man by himself, but what he 
receives and what he gives.

This is a large order to study this connected wholeness. Swe
denborg was not talking about the specialistic scientist or humanist 
nor of his works when he said: “ W e may consider it as an estab
lished fact, that when anyone attains the truth, all experience, both 
general and particular, will be in his favor, and give him his suf-
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frage; and that all the rules and decisions of rational philosophy 
will naturally and spontaneously do the same . . (E A K  II,
no. 217). Edward F. A llen

REPORT OF TH E TR EA SU RE R 

For the Y ear ending M ay 21, 1958 

General A ccount

Receipts

Dues ....................................... $821.09
Subscriptions to the New

Philosophy .....................  61.60 $882.69
Contributions ........................................ 163.42
Cash held in General Account for 

Publication F u n d .............................  273.49 $1319.60

Balance, May 15, 1957 ........................................ 1758.28 $3077.88

Expenditures

Printing and mailing 5 issues of the N ew
Philosophy .................................................... $1254.79

Safe Deposit B o x ................................................ 4.40
Office Expense .................................................... 60.30
Sold U. S. Savings Bond Series F, purchased 

June 2, 1945 (Proceeds deposited in H. V.
Fed. Savings & Loan A sso cn .).....................  .50

Annual N otices.................................................... 4.00 $1323.99

13.23.99 ------------
Balance in General Account: May 21, 1958 ...................$1753.89

Publication A ccount

Receipts

Publications sold .................................  $312.59
Tax Receipts .......................................  1.79
Income from City of New York Cor

porate S to ck .....................................  117.00
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Interest (H . V . T .)  Savings Account 9.20 
Interest (H . V. Fed. Savings & Loan

Proceeds from US Saving Bond, 
series F ............................................... 1000.00 $1000.00

Balance in Publication Account, May 15, 1957 658.91 $2121.30

Expenditures

Books bought ......................................................... $ 14.59
State T a x ..................................................................  1.74
Expenses for Mailing, Wrapping, etc.................  24.56
Balance on Publication receipts held in Gen

eral Account .......................................................  273.49 $ 314.38

Balance in Publication Account: May 21, 1958 ...............$1806.92

Recapitulation

Balance in General A ccou n t.................................................$1753.89
Balance in Publication A ccou n t..........................................  1806.92
8 sh. The City of New York Corporate Stock, 3 per cent 3900.00

$7460.81

Books Sold

The Cerebrum ........................................................................ 1 set
Dock and D a m .....................................................................  1 copy
Economy of the Animal Kingdom, 2 volum es.................  6 sets
The Fibre .............................................................................. 9 copies
The Five Senses...................................................................  2 “
Generation.............................................................................. 3
The Infinite............................................................................ 2 “
Letters and Memorials of Emanuel Swedenborg, vol. 1  9  “

vol. 2 12 “
Mechanical Inventions..................................................  14
Ontology ...................................................................  4



Principia.................................................................................  1 set
Psychologica .........................................................................  1 copy
Psychological Transactions................................................  6 copies
Rational Psychology ..........................................................  16
Retardation of the E arth ....................................................  17 “
Scientific and Philosophical Treatises, Part I ................... 13 “
Tremulation...........................................................................  11 “

128
Reprints, Prologue to A .K ...................................................  1
Emanuel Swedenborg as a Geologist (Nathorst) ........... 2
The Principles of the New Philosophy (O d h n e r )........... 3
Emanuel Swedenborg, Anatomist & Physiologist (Ret-

z iu s ) ...................................................................................  3
N ew Philosophy— Back Issues........................................ 22

159

M embership

Membership reported May 15, 1957 ........................................  272
Lapsed ..................................................................................... 3
Resigned..................................................................................  5
Died ......................................................................................... 8 16

256
New Members .............................................................................  15

271
Respectfully submitted,

B, G. Briscoe, Treasurer

REPORT OF TH E ED ITO R IA L BOARD

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific As
sociation, five issues of the N ew  Philosophy have been pub
lished: April-June, 1957, which was unavoidably delayed, and the 
four quarterly issues for July-September and October-December, 
1957, and January-March and April-June, 1958. The April-
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June issue for this year carried 36 pages, which increased the total 
for four issues from 132 to 136 pages.

It is gratifying to be able to report that of the eleven contribu
tors who appeared in the last four issues, five were young men 
who had not previously been published in the N ew Philosophy. 
This, together with the facts that more copy is now being offered 
and other new writers are in prospect, eases somewhat although it 
does not solve the chronic problem which haunts the editorial 
board. If there is reason to feel encouraged, there is no excuse 
in the present situation for complacency about the future of our 
journal!

The editorial board has met more frequently during the past 
year. It has been concerned, as always, with two things which are 
closely related— improving the effectiveness of the journal in pro
moting the uses of the Association, and increasing both the number 
of contributors and the variety of their offerings. With these two 
things in mind, the board again recommends the N ew Philosophy 
to faculty members in the Academy who are seeking a publication 
medium for their studies, and to other professional men and women 
who are interested in relating Swedenborg’s philosophic principles 
to the disciplines in which they are engaged.

Respectfully submitted,

W . Cairns H enderson, Executive Editor

OFFICERS OF T H E  ASSO CIATIO N

At a meeting of the Board of Directors held on May 21, 1958, 
the following officers were elected:

Vice-President: Mr. Charles S. Cole.
Editorial Board: Rev. W . Cairns Henderson, Executive Editor, 

Messrs. Edward F. Allen, Hugo Lj. Odhner, Lawson A. 
Pendleton.

Treasurer: Miss Beryl G. Briscoe.
Secretary: Miss Morna Hyatt.

M orna H yatt, Secretary
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