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CRASTA

EDITORIAL REMARKS

Publication Endowment & Annual Fund Appeals

This issue includes the annual reports given at the 98th annual meet-
ing of the association at which time attention was drawn to the circum-
stances that now threaten the very existence of the Swedenborg Scientific
Association. The association has fulfilled its mission for 98 years without
an endowment, and indeed, without annual appeals until very recently.

Because of the SSA's present financial crisis the following works are
now out of print and there are no funds to do anything about it. The works
are: On Tremulation, Rational Psychology, Psychologica, and A Philosopher’s
Note Book. In addition, stocks of The Animal Kingdom and Cerebrum are low.

This year the association initiated the Charles S. Cole Publication
Endowment Fund under the leadership of the vice-president, Dr. Gregory
L. Baker. Your attention is drawn to a notice regarding this on page 124,
and if you have not already responded, your consideration of this appeal
would be much appreciated.

Beyond book publication, the SSA has to maintain a modest book
marketing program as well as sustain the publication of this journal,
which is about to enter its 99th year of publication. To do this we now rely
on book sales, membership dues and journal subscriptions, and the annual
appeal. Accompanying the notice of the publication fund appeal is one for
the annual appeal, a separate mailing for which was sent to members in
December 1995. The association would be most grateful for your contribu-
tions in any amount.

In This Issue

At this time when there is a growing sense that the peoples of the
world are part of a global community, it is fitting that this issue should
reflect this with articles by authors from several countries—from France,
Germany, Japan, Russia, and the United States.

Mr. Tatsuya Nagashima provides us with an analysis of the meaning
of “nothingness” in Zen Buddhism, and compares it with aspects of
Swedenborgian thought. In tune with the global community idea, there is
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the need for appreciation of the philosophical and religious thought of the
world’s cultures, and Mr. Nagashima contributes to this. His paper was
originally presented at a conference on Swedenborg in Moscow in No-
vember 1994.

Mr. Allen J. Bedford’s paper was originally submitted in the first SSA
essay contest initiated in 1994. Mr. Bedford received first prize in the
graduate student category. This is a philosophic account of an aspect of
biology that is at the very interface of the operation of the soul in the body;
doubtless, it would have been of great interest to Swedenborg, particu-
larly, perhaps, during the 1735 to 1744 period when he wrestled with the
question of the manner of the soul’s operation in the body.

Dr. Nikolay N. Nosov’s account of Swedenborg’s concept of marriage
love and its existence with partners beyond life in this world, was also
presented at the November 1994 Moscow conference on Swedenborg. Dr.
Nosov brings the perspective of one newly acquainted with Swedenborg
to the subject at hand. In addition, he adds insights from his professional
work in virtual reality at the Russian Academy of Sciences.

The continuation of the English translation of Swedenborg en France by
Dr. Karl-Erik Sjödén includes chapters 4 to 7. The importance of an under-
standing of the historical development of people, both individually and
collectively, should not be underestimated. This is reason enough for us to
be most appreciative of Dr. Sjödén’s thoroughly researched and fascinat-
ing account of the history of the New Church in France.

In Translator’s Corner editor Rev. Dr. J. Durban Odhner brings us the
penultimate chapter of Dr. Gottieb Florschütz’s treatise on Swedenborg’s
influence on Kant.
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