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EDITORIAL REMARKS

In this Issue

We have the privilege of publishing a series of articles titled “The
Doctrine of Reflection” by the late Bishop George de Charms.1 The

first section opens with the extraordinary statement in Swedenborg’s
Spiritual Experiences that “There are more arcana in the doctrine of reflec-
tion than in any other whatever.”

We are given a sense of why this is so in de Charms’s view that in the
Writings “we learn that it [reflection] has universal application because it
underlies all the operations of the human mind. All consciousness depends
upon it. Without it there could be no sensation, memory, imagination or
thought. Without it the Lord could not have effected the glorification of
His Human; nor could He have provided for the regeneration of man and
the salvation of the human race [emphasis added].” We could speculate,
therefore, that it was the cause of consciousness, and thus of the emer-
gence of human beings from whatever were their primordial ancestors.

In The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind
(Mariner Books)—a fascinating book referred to me by Dr. David Lister,
President of the Swedenborg Society—Julian Jaynes opens new vistas into
the human mind and historical changes that seem, from archaeological
evidence, to be associated with it. I believe that de Charms’s series on
reflection sheds light on historical accounts of the evolution of the human
mind.

“Swedenborg’s Scientific Reviewers” provides a glimpse into how
Swedenborg’s scientific works were received and how he was regarded at
the time. A wide range of topics are considered, mainly from two works,
Miscellaneous Observations and the 1734 Principia and the works on the
metallurgy of iron and copper.

We draw your attention to a recently published work: Faith and Learn-
ing at Bryn Athyn College of the New Church edited by Dan A. Synnestvedt;
see notice in this issue, p. 52.

1 The circumstances surrounding the finding of this series and a short biography of Bishop
de Charms are given on the first page of the article.
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