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PUBLISHER/EDITOR REPORT

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND
EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific Association took
place on Saturday May 4, 2005, in the dining room at Cairnwood

Village. The meeting was called to order by the President at 7:15 P.M. In
attendance: Dr. Allen J. Bedford, Rev. Dr. Reuben P. Bell, Rev. Stephen D.
Cole, Rev. Kurt P. Nemitz, Mrs. Aubrey Odhner, Rev. Erik E. Sandstrom,
Dr. Dan A. Synnestvedt and some forty-eight members and guests. Re-
grets were received from Dr. Erland J. Brock and Rev. Dr. Jonathan S.
Rose.

President’s Remarks

Dr. Bell thanked Dr. Brock and Mr. Jerome Sellner for their continuing
work for the SSA. He mentioned the upcoming conference on Swedenborg’s
pre-theological works. It will be held at Cairnwood Mansion in October.
Dr. Bell also spoke about the Intelligent Design movement in the science
and religion dialog along with a discussion group composed of University
of New England colleagues. He also noted that we lost a friend of the SSA:
Dr. Thomas W. Kaiser.

Reports

A. Nominating Committee. Mrs. Sanfrid Odhner placed the following
names in nomination for seats on the Board: Rev. Stephen D. Cole, Rev.
Kurt P. Nemitz, and Mrs. Sanfrid C. Odhner. All nominees were affirmed.

B. Treasurer’s Report. Dr. Bedford distributed his report to the audi-
ence and thanked Dr. Brock and Mrs. Lisa Synnestvedt for their help with
the SSA’s financial operations. The endowment fund is doing well, and the
SSA has 154 dues-paying members. A motion was made by Dr. Gregory L.
Baker that the SSA express its gratitude for the large amount of work that
Dr. Brock does for the organization and that we wish him well. This
motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

C. Publisher’s Report. Since Dr. Brock could not attend the meeting,
his written report was read by Dr. Synnestvedt. Other Business: President
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Bell reviewed work for the conference on Swedenborg’s pre-theological
works and then reminded the audience that it will take place on Oct. 26–
28. He displayed a tri-fold mailer that has been designed by the Swedenborg
Foundation. An evening program will be devoted to the logistics of taking
the pre-theological works and putting them into the New Century format.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

Program

At 8:00 P.M. President Bell introduced the speaker: Dr. David Dunér
from Sweden. Dr. Dunér has degrees in philosophy and the history of
science, and his Ph.D. thesis has just been published. His talk was entitled
“The World Machine: Swedenborg’s Natural Philosophy.” His talk in-
cluded material on Swedenborg’s mathematics, his concepts of tremulation
and waves, and metaphors and correspondences. Questions and answers
with the speaker followed this illustrated talk.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Synnestvedt, Secretary pro tem

PUBLISHER/EDITOR REPORT

Although the only publishing since our last Annual Meeting included
the two issues of the journal for 2004, nonetheless two projects are

coming to fruition as we speak.
Firstly, the long-awaited reprinting of The Cerebrum—last reprinted by

the SSA in 1976 in two volumes; and with it, the two-volume John Spiers,
London, edition of The Brain published in the 1880s. Both are with Fidlar/
Doubleday, a print-on-demand company. This four-volume paperback
companion set comprising some 2,600 pages will have new covers de-
signed by Kirsten Gyllenhaal and back cover text by Reuben Bell. The
volumes are being scanned at present into pdf files in preparation for
printing in late May. The project has some urgency as Dr. Bell would like
to have the volumes available in June when he will be addressing a
medical conference on Swedenborg.
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Secondly, board member Joanna Hill has overseen the production of
the New Church Associated Publishers’ Catalog—a project that has occu-
pied the attention of representatives of four local publishers for more than
a year, integrating their work with the General Church creation of the
NewChurch.org web site. The publishers are the Academy of the New
Church Press, the General Church Press, the Office of Education, and the
SSA. This attractive full-color catalog will be sent to some 7,000 New
Church homes, the residue of the press run of 10,000 being kept in reserve
for other avenues of outreach. All of you present here tonight will be
recipients of it I’m sure.

Eventually, all the titles will be available through the NewChurch.org
web site by clicking on the “Bookstore” link; and, of course, will be
available for purchase by this means. It is our hope that this is but the
beginning of regular catalog production and growth of on-line sales for
New Church books.

Finally, the Spring 2005 issue of the SPI Newsletter has gone to press
with reports from many publishers internationally. Included also is an
update on progress toward the establishment of a Swedenborg Center in
Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine.

These are exciting times for the New Church, and the SSA is glad to be
a participant in the on-going work of making Swedenborg’s works and the
ideas in them available to an ever widening circle of people throughout
the world.

Kirsten Gyllenhaal continues to be at the hub of what goes on in all
aspects of the SSA’s publishing activities, and we can all be very grateful to
her for this.

Respectfully submitted
Erland J. Brock, Publisher/Editor
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TREASURER’S REPORT
for year ending December 31, 2004

OPERATING FUND

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2003 ................................................................. $14,782.78

Plus Receipts

Contributions .............................................................................................. 9,014.02

Dues .............................................................................................................. 3,839.45

Pub. Fund Reimbursements ...................................................................... 2,950.00

Transfer from SPI Account ........................................................................ 1,500.00

Book Sales .................................................................................................... 1,388.77

Special Events ................................................................................................. 650.00

Interest ............................................................................................................... 70.87

Total .................................................................................................................... 19,413.11

Less Expenses

New Philosophy ............................................................................................. 4,711.93

Wages ........................................................................................................... 4,174.30

Special Events ................................................................................................. 920.00

Postage ............................................................................................................ 753.86

Computer ........................................................................................................ 615.42

Annual Appeal ............................................................................................... 331.68

FICA ................................................................................................................. 314.98

Internet ............................................................................................................ 134.55

Telephone ....................................................................................................... 130.75

Office Expenses ................................................................................................ 62.67

Book Publishing ............................................................................................... 29.50

State Fee ............................................................................................................ 15.00

Total .................................................................................................................... 12,194.64
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BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2004 ................................................................. $22,001.25

OPERATING FUND ALLOCATION

First Union Checking Account ..................................................................... $13,520.63

Vanguard Fund #30–Prime Money Market ................................................. $8,480.62

PUBLICATION FUND

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2003 ................................................................. $25,827.44

Plus Receipts

Income from Endowment .......................................................................... 9,500.00
Income Dividend ........................................................................................... 243.44

Total ...................................................................................................................... 9,743.44

Less Expenses

Operating Fund Overhead ........................................................................ 2,950.00
SPI Translation Grant to CUCIS (Reimbursed to Operating Fund) .... 1,500.00
SSA Publishing Catalog ............................................................................. 1,000.00
Grant to Czech Swedenborg Society ........................................................... 500.00

Total ...................................................................................................................... 5,950.00

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2004 ................................................................. $29,620.88

PUBLICATION FUND ALLOCATION

Vanguard Group Investments

Vanguard Fund #33—Federal Money Market ........................................... $27,266.39
First Union Checking Account ....................................................................... $2,354.49

TREASURER'S REPORT
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ENDOWMENT FUND

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2003 ............................................................... $237,635.56

Plus Receipts

Price Gain ................................................................................................... 23,293.21
Dividends and Capital Gains .................................................................... 6,730.42

Total .................................................................................................................... 54,516.59

Less Expenses

Pay out to Publication Fund ..................................................................... 9,500.00

Total ...................................................................................................................... 9,500.00

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2004 ............................................................... $258,159.19

ENDOWMENT FUND ALLOCATION

Vanguard Group Investments

Fund 84—Total Bond Market ....................................................................... $12,886.19
Fund 29—High-Yield Corp. Bond................................................................ $12,991.76
Fund 9—Index Growth .................................................................................. $43,605.52
Fund 40—Index 500 ........................................................................................ $56,113.95
Fund 59—PrimeCap ....................................................................................... $68,782.63
Fund 114—Strategic Equity .......................................................................... $41,795.91
Fund 52—Health Care ................................................................................... $21,983.23
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SPI FUND

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2003 ................................................................... $3,291.12

Plus Receipts

Contributions .............................................................................................. 5,108.00
Dues .............................................................................................................. 1,425.00

Total ...................................................................................................................... 6,533.00

Less Expenses

Grants (Total = $6,300.00)
Grant to Czech Swedenborg Society ..................................................... 4,800.00
CUCIS (Via Publication Fund) ............................................................... 1,500.00

Newsletter .................................................................................................... 1,477.79
Wages .............................................................................................................. 536.14
Postage ............................................................................................................ 199.94
Web site ........................................................................................................... 189.45
Office ............................................................................................................... 133.50
Phone ............................................................................................................... 130.75

Total ...................................................................................................................... 8,967.57

BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 2004 ...................................................................... $856.55

SPI FUND ALLOCATION

HVFS Checking Account ...................................................................................... 829.54
Petty Cash ................................................................................................................. 27.01

Respectfully Submitted,
Allen J. Bedford, Treasurer

TREASURER'S REPORT



NOW AVAILABLE

In 1743 Emanuel Swedenborg completed his second major work on the
human brain. Called the “Stockholm Manuscript” by scholars of his scientific
works, it lay in the Archives of the Swedish Academy of Sciences until it was
edited and translated into English by Rudolf L. Tafel. It was published
posthumously as The Brain in two volumes by James Spiers, London, in 1882
and 1887. This edition is a direct reprint of those two volumes.

The Brain follows The Cerebrum in dealing in considerable detail with the
animation, or inherent motion of the cerebrum, and the predictable motion of
its membranes and the cranial bones secondary to it. But this work extends the
description of this phenomenon to the cerebellum and spinal cord as well. It is
here that we find an anatomical description of the “circle of life”: the descent
of the “animal spirit,” or soul, from the cerebrum as a component of the
cerebrospinal fluid, to be delivered to all parts of the body by the circulation
of the blood, which, when depleted, is returned to the cerebrum via the carotid
arteries. Other sections of the work describe the structure and function of the
cerebellum, the pineal and pituitary glands . . . In these and other parts of The
Brain Swedenborg clearly anticipates the discoveries of anatomists and phys-
iologists to come.

Of particular interest is Tafel’s format, chosen to present Swedenborg’s
manuscript in comparison with the findings of contemporary physiologists.
This makes for a historical document in its own right, as this “contemporary”
science will soon be 125 years old. This and Tafel’s considerable commentary,
however, remains useful to the purposes of modern scholarship, as he pre-
sents Swedenborg’s discoveries in the context of the history of science.

Vol. I, 834 pp. Paper
Vo. II, 662 pp. Paper
Set ISBN 0-915221-50-0. Set only:  $49.95

Available by contacting the SSA at P.O. Box 757, Bryn Athyn, PA 19009;
or ssa@comcast.net or online at www.swedenborg-philosophy.org
where various payment options are available, including by credit card
through PayPal.

The Brain
Trans. by Rudolf L. Tafel. James Spiers, London, 1882/1887

SSA, 2005
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