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T R A N S A C T IO N S

OF THE

F IF T Y -S E V E N T H  A N N U A L  M E E TIN G

OF THE

SW E D E N B O R G  SC IE N TIFIC  A SSO C IA T IO N

The Fifty-seventh Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association was held at Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday, 
May 19th, 1954.

The meeting was called to order at 8.00 p.m. by the President, 
Prof. Edward F. Allen.

Upon motion, the reading of the Minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting was dispensed with, and they were adopted as printed in 
the N e w  P h i l o s o p h y  for July, 1953.

The Chairman appointed Mr. William R. Cooper a Committee 
on the R oll. Mr. Cooper later reported an attendance of 64 per
sons, 45 of whom were members of the Association.

The Chairman then reported that a Nominating Committee 
had been appointed by the Board of Directors, consisting of Messrs. 
Edward Cranch and E. Bruce Glenn.

The Chairman added that Messrs. C. R. Hotson and Robert 
Johns had agreed to act as Judges of Election.

It was then moved and seconded that we proceed to the Elec
tion of Officers. Carried.

Mr. Edward Cranch, Chairman of the Committee on Nomina
tions, thereupon reported as follow s:

For President: Prof. Edward F. Allen.
For Board of Directors: Dr. Alfred Acton, Miss Beryl G. Bris

coe, Messrs. Charles S. Cole, Charles E. Doering, W . Cairns
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Henderson, Wilfred Howard, Hugo Lj. Odhner, Joel Pitcairn and 
Leonard I. Tafel.

There being only one nominee for President, the Secretary was 
instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for Prof. Edward F. Allen 
as President for the coming year, whereupon Prof. Allen was duly 
declared elected.

There being no additional nominees for the Board of Directors 
other than those presented by Mr. Cranch, the Secretary was in
structed to cast a unanimous ballot for the above-named nominees. 
Whereupon, they were duly declared elected.

The Report of the Treasurer was then called for and read by 
Miss Beryl G. Briscoe. The Treasurer reported a balance in the 
General Account of $908.84, and in the Publication Account of 
$1,526.84. The membership of the Association is now 267. Upon 
motion, the Report was accepted and ordered filed.

The Report of the Editor of the N ew P hilosophy from May 
to December 1953, and the Report of the Editorial Board were 
then read, and upon motion, were accepted and ordered filed.

The Report of the Board of Directors was read, and upon 
motion was accepted and ordered filed.

The Secretary then read Reports from Chapters of the Asso
ciation in Glenview, Illinois and Hurstville, Australia, and also 
a Report of two special meetings of the Association held in Bryn 
Athyn. The Reports were accepted and ordered filed.

Dr. C. E. Doering then presented the following resolution:
Resolved: That on being nominated by the Board of Directors 

of the Association, Honorary Members of the Board of Directors 
may be elected at any Annual Meeting by the unanimous vote of 
the members present, such honorary members to have all the rights 
and privileges of Directors except the right of voting.

The Resolution was seconded and carried unanimously.
President Allen then invited Dean Eldric S. Klein to give the 

Annual Address on the subject of “ Swedenborg’s Journal of 
1733.”

In the discussion that followed the reading of the paper, Dr. 
Hugo Odhner, in expressing appreciation for the address, spoke of 
the fact that travel at the time of Swedenborg was almost a pre
requisite in the education of young men; and that, as the many 
diaries of Swedenborg illustrate, Swedenborg by virtue of his
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keenness of mind profited much from his experiences in other 
countries, both from observation of the countries traveled and in 
meeting the learned of the places visited, and that these journeys 
were no doubt an important factor in his later development.

Mr. Henderson spoke of the operation of the “ as of itself”  prin
ciple in Swedenborg’s early life and journeys. His intense and 
active nature, and his genius for learning, led to a high state of 
development that would not have been possible with other men.

Mr. A . Wynne Acton emphasized the comparative nature of 
Swedenborg’s journals, pointing out that a study of the different 
nature of the so-called diaries would be of value and interest to 
the Church. The so-called Spiritual Diary of Swedenborg was 
really more than a diary as usually understood, being more in the 
nature of a citation of Swedenborg’s experiences in the spiritual 
world.

Mr. Charles S. Cole spoke of the many sided nature of Sweden
borg’s genius, of his ability to absorb the particulars and universals 
of the learning of his day, of his active participation in the affairs 
of the world, and of the respect in which he was held by his con
temporaries.

Mr. Frank Rose expressed appreciation of the Address, pointing 
out that Swedenborg was in reality traveling in two worlds, in the 
natural world and in a world of spiritual or abstract ideas, both of 
which were in preparation for his final world of revelation.

In conclusion, Dean Klein expressed his appreciation of the dis
cussion that had followed the reading of the Address.

The meeting then adjourned at 9.45 p.m.
W ilfred H oward

Secretary

R E PO R T OF T H E  B O ARD  OF D IRE CTOR S 

1953-1954

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Association, five meetings 
of the Board have been held on the following dates: May 20, June 
10, October 13, 1953, March 3 and May 19, 1954.

At the meeting held on May 20, 1953, the following officers were 
elected:
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Vice-President: Dr. Charles E. Doering
Literary Editor of the Association: Dr. Alfred Acton
Treasurer: Miss Beryl G. Briscoe
Secretary: Mr. Wilfred Howard

At the meeting of June 10, action was taken in regard to the 
future Editorship of the New P hilosophy, the Rev. W. Cairns 
Henderson being appointed Executive Editor, and Messrs. Hugo 
Lj. Odhner, Edward F. Allen, and Charles S. Cole, members of 
the Editorial Board. Miss Beryl G. Briscoe was appointed Busi
ness Manager.

At the meeting of October 13, plans were made for the Annual 
Meeting, it being agreed that Dean Eldric S. Klein be invited to 
give the Address. Arrangements were also made for two special 
meetings to be held on November 22 and February 28, in conjunc
tion with the Civic and Social Club of Bryn Athyn, under the 
supervision of Dr. Hugo Odhner and Charles S. Cole respectively. 
Mr. Henderson also reported in regard to the N ew P hilosophy, 
and stated that plans had been made for the next six issues.

At the meeting of March 3, a publication committee was ap
pointed, with Dr. Hugo Odhner as Chairman. Appreciation was 
expressed to Dean Klein for superintending the compiling of an 
index for the New P hilosophy for the period of 1898 to 1949. 
Dr. C. E. Doering agreed to audit the annual report of the 
Treasurer.

At the meeting of May 19, action was taken in regard to the 
publication of the continuation of Dr. Alfred Acton’s work on the 
Letters and Memorials of Emanuel Swedenborg. A  full report of 
our publication needs was presented by Dr. Hugo Odhner, Chair
man of a Committee on Publications, and action was taken on some 
of the suggestions made.

The hearing of other reports, arrangements for the Annual Meet
ing, and other routine business also occupied the attention of the 
Board.

Respectfully submitted,
W ilfred H oward 

Secretary
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O FFIC E R S O F  T H E  A S S O C IA T IO N

A t a meeting of the Board of Directors held May 19, 1954, the 
following Officers were elected:

Vice-President: Dr. Charles E. Doering
Editorial Board: Mr. W . Cairns Henderson, Executive Editor, 

and Messrs. Edward F. Allen, Charles S. Cole and Hugo L j. 
Odhner

Treasurer: Miss Beryl G. Briscoe 
Secretary: Mr. W ilfred Howard

W ilfred H oward 
Secretary

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  T R E A S U R E R  

F or the  Y ear ending M ay  19, 1954

General A ccount

Receipts
Dues .......................................... $721.80
Subscriptions to the N ew 

P hilosophy ......................  40.43 $762.23

Contributions .......................................... 120.00
Cash held in General Account for

Publication F u n d ............................... 160.33 $1042.56

Balance, May 20, 1953 ............................................ 931.31 $1973.87

Expenditures
Printing and mailing 4  issues of the N e w

P hilosophy ......................................................  $ 980.60
Editorial Expenses ................................................ .60
Office Expense ......................................................  31.75
Binding 17 vols. N ew P hilosophy for perma

nent stock in Swedenborg Scientific Associa
tion .......................................................................  52.56 1065.51

Balance in General Account: May 19, 1954 ......................$ 908.36
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Publication A ccount 

Receipts

Income from City of New York Cor-

Interest (H . V. Fed. Savings and

Interest (H . V. T. Savings Account) 6.64
Tax receipts (Pa. State Tax) ........... .47 $ 446.71

Balance in H. V. T. Savings Account, May 
20, 1953 ............................................................. 1327.75 $1774.46

Expenditures
Books purchased for M em bers.........................  $ 81.82
State Taxes ..........................................................  .47
Expenses for mailing, wrapping, etc................. 5.00
Balance on Publication Receipts held in Gen

eral Account ....................................................  160.33 247.62

Balance in Publication Account: May 19, 1954 ............ $1526.84

R ecapitulation

Balance in General A ccou n t.............................................. $ 908.36
Balance in Publication A ccou n t..................................... 1526.84
8 shares, The City of New York Corporate Stock, 3 per

cen t........................................................................................  3900.00
1 U. S. Savings Bond, Series F, purchased June 2, 1945 740.00
Huntingdon Valley Federal Savings and Loan Associa

tion ......................................................................................... 3000.00

$10075.20
Books Sold

The Cerebrum......................................................................  1 set
The Economy of the Animal K ingdom .............................  1
The F ib re ............................................................................... 2 copies
Generation ............................................................................  3
The In fin ite........................................................................... 4



Letters and Memorials of Emanuel Sw edenborg.............  3
Mechanical Inventions ..........................................................  3
A  New System of R eckon in g .............................................  2
Ontology ..................................................................................  3
Opera Quaedam .....................................................................  1 set
A Philosopher’s Note B o o k .................................................. 1 copy
Principia ..................................................................................  1 set
Principia— Latin Edition— reproduced by the Sweden

borg Institut .......................................................................  2 copies
Psychologica ............................................................................ 5
Psychological Transactions .................................................. 1
Rational P sych ology ............................................................... 21
Scientific and Philosophical Treatises, Pts. I and II . . . .  5 sets
The S en ses............. ..................................................................  3
Trem ulation.............................................................................. 5
Worship and Love of G o d .................................................... 4
Motion of the Elem ents..........................................................  1
Retardation of the E a r th ......................................................  3
Summary of the P rincip ia .................................................... 1
Return Kingdom of the Divine Proceeding (Lillian G.

B eekm an ).............................................................................. 1
Emanuel Swedenborg as a Geologist (A . G. Nahorst) . .  1

78
Back issues of the N ew P h il o s o p h y ................................  46

124

M embership

Membership reported May 20, 1953 ....................................  275
Lapsed ...............................................................................  5
Resigned ...........................................................................  6
Died ...................................................................................  2 13 262

New M em bers...................................................................................  5

2 6 7
Respectfully submitted,

Beryl G. Briscoe 
Treasurer

1954] REPORT OF THE TREASURER 203



REPORT OF TH E EDITOR OF TH E NEW  PH ILOSOPH Y 

May-D ecember 1953

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association, I have edited two issues of the New Philosophy, 
namely, July and October 1953. These issues have totaled 68 
pages, as follows:

204 THE NEW PHILOSOPHY [July,

Transactions ................................................................................ 9 pp.
Articles .......................................................................................  141/2  pp.
Notes by the E d itor...................................................................  2 pp.
R eview s........................................................................................  1 p.
Life of Miss Beekman..............................................................  41 1/2  pp.

68
At the meeting of the Board of Directors held on May 20, 1953, 

I offered my resignation as Editor of the New P hilosophy, to 
take effect on the publication of the October issue of the New 
Philosophy.

I beg also to inform the Association that the second volume of 
the Letters and Memorials of Emanuel Swedenborg is approach
ing completion and will be ready for the press in the summer or 
early fall.

Respectfully submitted,
A lfred A cton

May 19, 1954

REPORT OF TH E ED ITO RIAL BOARD

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association, two issues of the New P hilosophy, namely, Janu
ary and April, 1954, have been prepared by the Board. These 
issues have totaled 64 pages, as follows:

Articles ......................................................................................  45 1/2 pp.
Philosophical N otes ..................................................................  5 pp.
Notes by the E d itor..................................................................  2 pp.
Reviews and Book N otes .......................................................  10 1/2 pp.
News Notes ...................................................................  1 p.

64
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As stated in the January issue (p. 157), it is the intention of the 
Board to devote the magazine mainly to the exposition of the scien
tific and philosophical principles contained in Swedenborg’s works. 
This will require, as was said then, the cooperation of writers who 
have competence in those works and in various scientific and philo
sophic fields; and the appeal made then for literary contributions 
is renewed here. Other changes in policy are made clear, we 
believe, by the two issues themselves.

Respectfully submitted,

M ay 19, 1954

Edward F. A llen 
Charles S. Cole 
H ugo L j . O dhner 
W . Cairns H enderson,

Executive Editor

R E PO R T OF TH E  G L E N V IE W  C H A P T E R

W e have met every Tuesday night during the year at the home 
of Mr. H. S. Maynard. W e wish to express our thanks to him 
for providing us with a meeting place, and for his genial hospitality.

Our group has a regular attendance of about 9 persons.
Having completed the reading of those sections of the Prepara

tory Works which contain Swedenborg’s philosophical and physio
logical doctrines, we thought it would be advantageous and useful 
to devote some time to the reading of general philosophy. During 
the year, we completed a work on the History of Philosophy. It 
is our opinion that Swedenborg’s works are more readable and in
telligible than any of the world’s renowned philosophers. There is 
no question in our minds of the value to be gained from the close 
study of the Preparatory Works and a comparison of their doc
trines with past and present philosophies. Such a pursuit will be 
of continuing value in support of the use of the Lord’s New Church.

W e are now engaged in the reading of Miss Beekman’s The 
Return Kingdom of the Divine Proceeding. W e find it intensely 
interesting. Our plan is to continue reading the collateral works 
and articles dealing with the exposition of Swedenborg’s philosophic 
principles.
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We have also continued our past practice of reading the New 
P hilosophy. We should like to join with all others in apprecia
tion of the work of the past Editor, Dr. Alfred Acton. He has 
given us many an evening of delight and lasting reward through 
his “ Notes by the Editor” and his articles. His work for the As
sociation is monumental.

We have continued to enjoy the New P hilosophy as edited by 
an Editorial Board, and wish to express appreciation of its work.

We join you in wishing for an increase in the usefulness of the 
Association.

Respectfully submitted,
Elmo C. A cton

For the Glenview Chapter of the 
Swedenborg Scientific Association

REPORT OF TH E H U RSTVILLE CHAPTER

Our Chapter has held regular monthly meetings during the past 
twelve months, and the average attendance was seven.

All meetings were devoted to the study of the work the Worship 
and Love of God, with occasional discussions of articles in the 
recent issues of the New P hilosophy.

Though the number of our financial members is reduced to two 
only, and there is little prospect of any increase at present, it is 
felt that we can still do something to maintain interest in the work 
of the Association among members of the New Church in this 
country.

Your sincerely,
O. H eldon 

Chapter President

REPORT OF THE KITCH ENER PH ILOSOPH Y CLUB

[The following Report from the Kitchener Philosophy Club ar
rived too late to be read at the Annual Meeting:]

For the record, it seemed well this year to note the origin of the 
Kitchener Philosophy Club. It began toward the end of the sum
mer of 1939, at the home of the late Gustave Woelfle. Our then



Assistant Pastor, the Rev. Norbert H. Rogers, felt that the study
ing of Swedenborg’s scientific and philosophical works was most 
useful as they were an important part of Swedenborg’s preparation 
to become a revelator.

The start of the Philosophy Club was almost spontaneous; cer
tainly it was unplanned. On Dr. Acton’s suggestion, we applied 
for recognition as a Chapter of the Swedenborg Scientific Associa
tion, and were heartily welcomed as such by the Association at its 
forty-sixth Annual Meeting in 1943.

Meetings have been held twice a month at the homes of the 
members. After the meetings, a lunch is enjoyed. On Novem
ber 28, 1944, at the home of the late Frederick E. Stroh, it was 
suggested that a fee of ten cents be collected at each meeting, to 
establish a library of Swedenborg’s scientific works for the Club. 
Our big undertaking so far has been the binding of an almost com
plete set of the New P hilosophy.

An accurate list of the works read since the inception of the Club 
has not been kept, but the following are among those read: The 
Economy of the Animal Kingdom, Part I, The Infinite, Rational 
Psychology, Tremulation, Psychological Transactions, Miscellane
ous Observations, Chapter 1 of the Principia, the Worship and 
Love of God, Scientific and Philosophical Treatises.

No record was kept of meetings until November 28, 1944. Since 
then, the Club has had an average attendance of six per meeting, 
while there has been an average of twelve local subscribers to the 
N ew P hilosophy.

The issues of the N ew P hilosophy are read at the meetings as 
they appear— in addition to the reading of Swedenborg’s works. 
At present we are studying the work on the Fibre.

Respectfully,

George Schnarr 
Secretary- Treasurer
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