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N O TIC E

The Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association will be held at 8.0 p.m. in the Chapel of Benade Hall, 
Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday, May 27, 1952. The sub
ject will be a Symposium on Swedenborg’s Rational Psychology. 
Secretaries of the Chapters of the Association are requested to 
send in their Reports in due time, that they may be read at the 
meeting.

R E V IE W S

O rigin of H istory as M etaphysic, by Marjorie L. Burke. 
Philosophical Library, New York, 1950. Pp. 61. $2.75.

The writer— in ironic vein and learned language— tries to ac
count for the rise of History as a characteristic metaphysic which 
takes for granted that the mass-man or the class, as at the Council 
of Nicea, can fix truth as a dogmatic certainty and that truth is 
entirely communicable. Her complaint amounts simply to this—  
that each class of men, by a consensus of bias, can read into history 
the confirmations of their own cultural sanctions. She suspects an 
“ anti-rational belief in the infinite” as underlying the method of 
history. But her own skepticism gives us to reflect that there is 
need of guidance by Divine revelation in the interpretation of 
history. Without it, the greater the learning, the greater the 
confusion.  HLO

N ietzsche and Christian Ethics by R. Motson Thompson, 
M .A. The Philosophical Library, New York, pp. 104 including 
Index. Price $3.00.

The whole world knows of the super man and super race whose 
deeds were so tragically displayed during the last great war. In
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this book, we have the reasoning, clearly set forth and amply docu
mented, that lay behind the monstrous conception. Particularly 
interesting is the connection which Mr. Thompson shows between 
Darwinian evolution and the doctrine of the super man. The 
struggle for survival which characterizes the Darwinian doctrine 
is identified by Nietzsche as the will to power, and this did not stop 
with the development of man, but continues with the evolution of 
the super man— though, as Mr. Thompson points out, it should go 
on to the super-super man, and so on. That the last five years of 
Nietzsche’s life were passed in an insane asylum is a pitiful reflec
tion of the insanity of his doctrine.

T he W ord of the O ld T estament Explained. A  Posthu
mous Work by Emanuel Swedenborg. Volume IX , Indices. 
Academy of the New Church, Bryn Athyn, Pa., 1951. Cloth, pp. 
229. $5.00, plus postage.

Volume I of this work was published in 1928, preceded in 1927 
by a separate volume entitled An Introduction to The Word E x
plained by the Translator. Volume V III, which completed the 
translation, appeared in 1948.

The translation alone was a vast amount of work, but to it the 
translator has added an immense amount of research work, and 
at last in Volume IX  a digest of the eight volumes within a “ Sub
ject Index” of 131 pages. All of this has been done in twenty-five 
years while carrying on what would be the normal work of most 
men in teaching, preaching, translating from the Latin and Swedish, 
publishing at least a half dozen other books, editing the N ew 
P hilosophy, and making three journeys to Europe with a total 
absence of about two years.

This work of ten volumes has made available for the New 
Church a most valuable mine of knowledge and thought that will 
greatly help the scholars of the New Church to understand the Old 
Testament Books and also the New Testament and the thirty or 
more volumes of Theological Writings that followed The Word 
Explained. Although the work itself may not be extensively read 
and studied even by New Church ministers for many years, there 
are a few who now dig out its treasures, and these, as well as many 
others, feel deep gratitude to the learned translator for his pains
taking and prodigious work.
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The Index is all that could be desired as to format and reada
bility. The digests of subject matter are masterly and greatly help 
in understanding much in the work itself. W e shall not dwell fur
ther on its merits, but will pass at once to certain criticisms, the 
purpose of which is simply to help achieve perfection and the best 
possible use of such tools as indices.

The title-page gives the impression that the Indices are Sweden
borg’s. Though Dr. Acton’s name appears on the title-pages of 
all the other volumes as the translator, it does not appear on the 
title-page of the Indices as their compiler. The impression that 
Swedenborg himself compiled them is supported by the “ General 
Table of Contents” of Volume I, wherein is promised a “ General 
Index” and an “ Index of Scripture Passages,”  both of which appear 
in the present volume; and although probably the “ General Table”  
was compiled by the Translator, this may not be so, at least as to 
the whole of it. However, as the Indices lack any preface explain
ing their origin and use, and any reference to a compiler, only 
those familiar with the whole work— all the volumes— and with 
Dr. Acton’s translations of Swedenborg’s earlier writings and 
indices for them, will know that Volume IX  is not a translation 
of Swedenborg’s Indices.

That the “ General Table” is Dr. Acton’s compilation is also 
evident from his Preface to “ The Messiah about to Come,”  wherein 
he explains that this little work was written before The Word 
Explained and not after it. In 1928, when compiling the “ General 
Table,”  he had included that little work as a last volume of The 
Work Explained; but later, a close examination of the work con
vinced him that it was written between April and July 1745 and 
so before The Word Explained and entirely apart from it.

There is in the “ Subject Index”  no reference to Dr. Acton’s 
Introduction which tells all that there is to tell about the work 
itself, except the compiler of the Indices. However, it is obvious 
that Swedenborg did not compile the “ Index of Authors” men
tioned in the Notes, nor the five Appendices. In the former there 
is a reference to the Introduction, but of a kind that requires the 
reading of specified pages in the Introduction.

There is no preliminary note telling how to use the “ Subject 
Index,”  and the ordinary reader will be confused, if not at a com
plete loss in the use of it. Those familiar with Dr. Acton’s pre
vious compilations of Indices will know that in 1918, after trans



THE NEW PHILOSOPHY [A p r il ,296

lating Swedenborg’s work on The Fibre, he devised the present 
type of “ Subject Index” and preceded it with a brief note clearly 
stating how to use the Index, and followed this note by a short list 
of abbreviations to be used in the Index. He stated his purpose 
was to make the Index “ to some extent also a digest.”  This mak
ing of a digest of the eight volumes of The Word Explained has 
been done in the “ Subject Index” under review to a greater extent 
than in the Index of The Fibre; but there is neither note nor a 
list of abbreviations preceding the Index.

But should not a “ Subject Index” be first of all a means of 
speedy and easy reference to the work itself? For example, the 
reader of Arcana Celestia, who after reading number 14 wants to 
know what Swedenborg said in The Word Explained about the 
name “ Lord,”  would turn to “ Lord” and be referred to “ God.” 
Under “ God” he would search in vain for a subentry “ Lord” in 
bold-faced type, and would find no reference to the translator’s 
note on page xvii (bottom) of the ‘Table of Contents”  in Volume I 
explaining why “ God Messiah” is used invariably throughout The 
Word Explained and not “ Lord.”  Under “ God,” eight lines from 
the bottom of the second column on page 49 (if he is persistent), 
he will find the statement “ named Lord, and surnamed Jeh., 526,”  
the Hebrew for “ Lord” being Adonai. However, this omission 
may be explained by an apparent absence of any reference in the 
“ Subject Index” to any of the translator’s subject notes, only 
“Authors”  mentioned in the notes being indexed.

This type of index requires a very complete system of cross ref
erences to subentries under main entries, where the subentries 
should be in bold-faced type and be arranged in the same order, 
preferably alphabetical, wherever occurring. This is not done at 
all consistently. For example, there are no cross references for 
“ Jesus,”  “ Christ,”  “ Messiah,”  and “ God Messiah,”  and these 
names in the columns under “ God”— the main entry— are neither 
in bold-faced type nor arranged alphabetically.

Under the main entry ‘animal’ there are at least thirty-one 
animals listed, but only twelve of these appear in cross references, 
and of the twelve only seven are in bold-faced type under the main 
entry. If a reader wants to know the significance of “ lamb” he will 
find no entry under that name, and under “ animal”  he will have 
to read through a column of digest until he comes to “ sig’n of she
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g ’s 5801; of lambs, 4944” ; neither in bold-faced type, nor follow
ing either alphabetical or numerical order.

The references to all of Jacob’s sons are given only under 
“ Jacob”  and then after eleven columns of other references. Ten 
of his sons are named in bold-faced type and numbered, but neither 
in the order of their birth in Genesis 29 : 30, nor alphabetically. 
Benjamin is also in bold-faced type, but unnumbered, and Joseph, 
although mentioned in a reference given immediately before Ben
jamin, appears entirely separate. Judah also is listed separately, 
but without cross reference to Jacob. Asher, Levi, and Issachar 
are to be found only under Jacob, there being no cross references 
to them.

Spiritual Body, Heaven, Evil spirits in H., Hell, Gehenna, Sheol, 
The Lower Earth, Angels, Fallen A ’s, Spirits, Evil Spirits, Spirits 
and Man, Communication with S ’s are bold-faced subentries under 
the main entry Spiritual World, but there are no cross references 
for the terms Spiritual Body, Evil spirits in H., Hell, The Lower 
Earth, Fallen Angels, Spirits, Evil Spirits, Spirits and Man, Com
munication with Spirits, to direct the inquirer to the main entry.

What has been said applies also to other main entries, subentries, 
and cross references, so if there is a pattern and consistency in 
respect to them, what has been said is mistaken and the reviewer 
simply does not understand how to use the Index.

But there are other instances of either oversight or the need of 
an explanatory note of the correct use of the Index. For example, 
on page 3, under “ Abel” it is said “ Moses spoke with, by an angel, 
1892.”  That number, however, states, “ the testimonies concerning 
the speech of Jehovah by means of angels, with Adam, Abel, . . . 
and with Moses . . . are so indubitable that no one ought ever 
to call them into question.”  The statement that Moses spoke with 
Abel by an angel is incorrect, but is so astonishing as to excite 
enough interest to read the text (1892) where it will be learned 
that Jehovah spoke with Abel, and afterward with Moses.

There is no reference to the Appendix to Volume V III, of 
twenty-one pages, though in the volume itself about fifty footnotes 
refer to the Appendix. However, in the “ Index of Scripture Pas
sages” there are word references to the Appendix in Volume V III. 
But under key names, the first number, containing the name and 
giving important information respecting it, is not always referred
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to, as for example, “ Arabia,”  which is mentioned three times in 
7718, but the earliest reference under the name is 7732.

There are omissions that may be explained by the fact that the 
“ Subject Index” is not intended to be a Concordance, still less a 
Word Concordance. But all reference, either under main entry 
or subentry, to Divine Word, a term used many times in numbers 
474, 903 to 914; to conservation, existence, subsistence, perpetual 
as main entries, subentries, or cross references enabling the finding 
of the statement, “ conservation is perpetual creation, just as sub
sistence is perpetual existence” (n. 12 ); and to other subjects that 
might well be a matter of inquiry, is omitted from the Index, yet 
the subjects are to be found in the work itself.

The construction of a “ Subject Index”  such as is under review 
is admittedly extremely difficult. Whether it is the most satis
factory type of Index is questionable. Perhaps only a far more 
thorough examination of it than has been made is necessary to 
determine this. But whatever the verdict, we would pay tribute 
to the immense amount of work put into the “ Subject Index” of 
the eight volumes of The Word Explained.

Frederick E. Gyllenhaal

TH E PAN CREAS
Adapted from Swedenborg’s Animal Kingdom 

By Donald G. Gladish, M.D.

The pancreas is a large flat gland situated behind the stomach 
and reaching from the duodenum transversely towards the spleen. 
It is connected with the duodenum, the mesentery, and the spleen. 
It is eight or nine inches long, two finger-breadths broad, and 
about one finger-breadth thick. Its weight is about three ounces, 
though it greatly varies. It is broadest near the duodenum and 
becomes gradually narrower towards the spleen. Surrounding 
it is a membrane which is continuous with the peritoneum. Where 
it is attached to the colon, this membrane is called the mesocolon. 
Its substance is glandular, formed by a conglomeration of many 
lesser parts, and contains glands of both external and internal se
cretion. Its arteries arise from the coeliac, splenic, and superior 
mesenteric arteries, and its veins from the splenic vein; its nerves 
are from the vagus and intercostal.
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