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PU RE IN TE LLE C T A N D  PU RE IN TELLIGEN CE 

By H ugo L j . O dhner

The difficulties encountered if we attempt to identify the Pure 
Intellect spoken of in the Rational Psychology with the “ faculties 
of rationality and liberty” described in the Writings, stem from the 
fact that the Pure Intellect belongs to the natural mind alone and 
does not explain the faculties or powers of what that work calls 
“ the Spiritual Mind.”  (See R.P. no. 127.) It should be observed 
that (according to the Rational Psychology) there is formed, be­
tween the Spiritual Mind and the Animus, a “ rational mind,”  also 
called the “ human intellect” and the “ mixed intellect” (no. 297 of 
new ed.). The Animus, or natural mind, begins in the Pure In­
tellect which gives the rational mind its powers of natural reasoning. 
But the Animus also includes the life of the sensations.

By the Spiritual Mind, in the Rational Psychology, is not meant 
an inmost human internal, or a purely angelic mind, or an unper- 
vertible interior degree of the mind, as in the Writings; but simply 
the mind of man’s spirit or soul, which with angels is wise and good, 
but which with devils is guided by evil loves.

The Spiritual Mind of every man, angel, and devil, is— accord­
ing to the Rational Psychology— endowed with “ pure intelligence,” 
which is a faculty of perceiving spiritual truths intuitively, without 
instruction (nos. 137, 526, 527). It is “ above all sciences and doc­
trines; for these are natural” (no. 526). Its science is “pneu- 
matical”  and spiritual (no. 137) ; its pure intelligence is that of 
spiritual truths (no. 138). It is thus “ above the Pure Intellect, 
whose essence and form is the first of nature or celestial”  (no. 137). 
Swedenborg confirms his concept of the soul’s “pure intelligence”  
by quoting Locke’s statements on the subject (nos. 562, 563).

All this indicates his view, that the spirit also has a faculty of 
rationality, although it does not indulge in “ rational thought” but 
sees from an intuition of universals. The “ pure intelligence” of 
the soul or spirit must therefore be regarded as the primary faculty 
of rationality, and the origin of the Pure Intellect of the natural 
mind.

♦ * * *

But it should also be recognized that Swedenborg at this time 
claimed no definite or authentic knowledge about the superior
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whose property is to know in 
the present and from itself and 
in itself all that which is nat­
ural.” (Perception.)

138. “ Ideas of the soul are 
spiritual truths, while ideas of 
the pure intellect are first nat­
ural truths

129. “ Sensations supply no 
other objects than such as are 
parts of the imagination; but 
analytically to reduce these ob­
jects into forms, and then to 
conceive and bring forth new 
forms, which in turn are parts 
of a more sublime thought; and 
in these, from their connection 
and order alone, to behold 
t r u t h s ,  verisimilitudes, and 
probabilities— this is the func­
tion, not of sensations, but of 
the pure intellect. . . . There­
fore, inmostly within us, there 
must be an intellect of such a 
nature that it prescribes to the 
several operations of our minds, 
rules and laws which are equally 
concealed from us, as the form 
of the brain, heart, and stomach 
is concealed from one who has

Arcana Coelestia

1901. “ Intellectual truth, rep­
resented by ‘Sarai,’ is the spirit­
ual itself, which inflows through 
heaven, and thus through an 
internal way, with every man; 
and constantly comes to meet 
the knowledges which are in­
sinuated t h r o u g h  sensuous 
things and are implanted in the 
memory.” (W e  understand 
these to be the knowledges of 
the W ord.)

1901. “ Intellectual truth . . . 
is quite bereaved, or as a child­
less mother, when as yet there 
is no rational into which and 
through which it may inflow; 
for without the rational as a 
medium, it cannot flow with 
any truth into the exterior man, 
as may be evident from infants. 
These cannot know a whit of 
truth until they have been im­
bued with knowledges; but the 
better and more perfectly they 
are imbued with knowledges 
. . . the better and more per­
fectly can intellectual truth . . . 
be communicated.”
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not yet examined those organs. 
. . . Hence it follows, that with­
out the influx of such an intel­
lect, there can be no thought and 
consequently no speech.”

476. “ The soul cannot flow 
into the internal sensory save 
by the medium of the intellec- 
tory.”

495. “ As regards the pure in- 
tellectory to which belongs the 
pure natural mind, this indeed 
seems also to die or be dissolved, 
but only after delaying for a 
long time; for it is a celestial 
form, and there are no forms at 
hand that can destroy it. . . . 
Thus this mind or animus sur­
vives long after death, but is 
not able to operate, in that its 
common or external form is dis­
solved, and it cannot as yet ac­
quire for itself a new form.”

Arcana Coelestia

1904. “ With every man what­
ever, intellectual truth . . .  is 
not of the man, but is of the 
Lord with the man. From this 
the Lord inflow’s into the ra­
tional, where first truth appears 
as of man . . . from which it 
is evident that man can never 
think as of himself from intel­
lectual truth. . . . The Lord 
alone thought from intellectual 
truth when He lived in the 
world.”

4901. “ Man in each idea of his 
thought has something adjoined 
from time and space. Hence his 
memory and reminiscence; and 
hence also his lower thought, 
the ideas of which are called 
material. But this memory from 
which are such ideas is quies­
cent in the other life. They 
who are there are in the interior 
memory, and in the ideas of its 
thought. The thought of this 
memory has not times and 
spaces adjoined to it, but in 
their place states and their pro­
gressions.” (This is the reason 
why the pure intellect, which 
gives perception of natural 
truths, seems to die in the other 
life.)
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