
Therefore he who looks upon the world as a work 
comprising the means to that end can look upon the 
created universe as a coherent unity, and can see that 
the world is a complex of uses in successive order for 
the service of the human race, from which the angelic 
heaven is formed. [TCR 13:21

The return in the circle of creation here is in the angelic heaven, 
where, as is taught elsewhere, there is conjunction of each angel 
with the Lord. And with further emphasis upon the whole:

Those who view things in the world singly, and not 
comprehensively in a series in which are ends, mediate 
causes and effects, and who do not refer Creation to 
the Divine Love through the Divine Wisdom, cannot 
see that the universe is the work of one God, and that 
He is present in every single use, because He is present 
in the end. For whoever is in the end is also in the 
means, since the end is interiorly involved in all the 
means, actuating and directing them. [TCR 13:3]

That there is a circle of creation from the Infinite down to man, 
where all things of the natural universe concur in man, and that 
there are ends in man whereby he may ascend back towards the 
Infinite, is a truth of human philosophy that is a foundation for 
the spiritual truth wherein the circle of creation includes on the 
ascent the intermediate means proper to the spiritual degrees of 
the mind and the spiritual degrees of heaven.■

COMMUNICATION

To the Editor,
The two articles by Dr. Gregory L. Baker, “Toward the Beginning of 

Time," (New Philosophy, Vol. 83 No. 1, pp. 3-18,50-64) have perhaps raised the 
minds even of the New Church clergy to a more refined view of Creation.

The spiritual universe is founded and lodged in the physical. If the 
creation of the spiritual universe, i.e. man's regeneration to heaven, is 
typified by the Divine pronouncement, "Let there be light," then I see no 
difficulty in the discovery that the physical universe pronounces this with a 
slight lisp, as T* = (hG/c5))1/2= 5.4 x 10-44 seconds.
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COMMUNICATION

Given the "axioms" from the Heavenly Doctrines, treated of by Dr. 
Baker:

1. The Infinite created the finite out of It:
2. Time and Space (TiSp) does not exist in the Infinite.
3. TiSp were introduced with creation, and are properties of matter.
4. The created, finite universe has not one particle of the Divine Infinite 

in it.
5. The physical universe, with TiSp properties, is dead in itself, yet 

formed so that it can receive Divine Life from the Infinite, and be 
raised to higher forms of life.

The question follows: What properties would we expect to find from 
scientific observations of the physical universe?

Would we not expect to find a TiSp warp? When the Infinite is housed in 
the finite, yet the finite is most definitely "dead" (spiritually speaking), 
would not our observations record both this deadness and the inner 
vitality? Would we not in consequence see the physical universe as 
"infinitely large," i.e. without discernible limits? And how else would the 
conversion of mass into energy, and all the other hypotheses and theorems 
in regard to light, etc., be manifested than through Einsteinian equations? 
The Bending of Space?

If the mind boggles, would not the universe curve, either as a "skull cap" 
or as a "saddle," depending on how your mind boggles?

The intriguing dilemma of discovering a hypothetical clock which existed 
at the "Big Bang," and which still exists, whereby we could measure the time 
of creation, leads me to the theological answer provided in Divine Providence 
46. This number prophecises the Physics of the future:

The Infinite and eternal cannot be comprehended by the finite, and yet 
it can be...Because there are abstract ideas by means of which it can be 
seen that things exist, though not what their nature is. ...Space and 
time cannot but limit ideas and cause abstract ideas to be as nothing, 
[emphasis added]

This abstraction to nothingness this "layman" felt several times in 
reading Dr. Baker's articles! Nevertheless, the Infinite "may be 
comprehended by means of the ideas just mentioned above," i.e. by such 
abstract concepts that Dr. Baker dealt with. So it is right to use human 
prudence to find when the Big Bang took place. We can gain a brighter 
picture.

But DP 46 has not finished yet. It advises us, in looking to the past, to 
think in the present tense:

Unless God were Infinite, there would be no finite...Unless God had 
created all things from Himself, there would be nothing. In a word.
We are because God is. [emphasis NOT added]

Does not this statement combine with Dr. Baker's comments on TCR 170,

169



(which number states: "Before the world was created this Trinity Jin God| 
was not. ")

These manifestations of God produced not change in God Himself, 
but rather in the human perception and reception of God. [Baker, NT 
Vol. 83 No. 1, p.7]

And DP 46 answers that the Lord God does at present what He has always 
been doing, including the moment "before" the Big Bang. The answer as to 
the origin of the universe therefore lies just as much in the present, as in the 
past. For in the present, the TiSp limitations are most easily circumvented.

Can it be, then, that the origin of an individual is indeed in us, analogously 
to the beginning of the universe, as Dr. Baker implies in quoting TCR 166? 
(ibid. p. 7). If we are because God is, then is not the Big Bang analogous to 
our personal origin ? The corresponding question would then be, "When did 
I first begin to exist?"

The same dilemma of finding a neutral, impartial clock crops up. But at 
least the two universes, the spiritual and the physical, are faced 
simultaneously when we face our "present tense" relationship to our 
Creator.

The discovery of the beginning of Time therefore becomes synonymous 
and perhaps even synchronous with our surmounting the TiSp limitations 
which restrict the view of our spiritual intelligence. The Big Bang may be 
heard in our mind when this breakthrough occurs. Armed with the motto: 
"We are because God is," we should therefore be able to discover some 
present-tense remnant of the Big Bang, perhaps the background radiation 
discovered by Penzias and Wilson from which we can abstract an idea of the 
actual moment of Creation.■

London, England ERIK E. SANDSTROM

Transtator’s Comer
J. Durban Odhner, Editor

ORGANUM
John Elliott

What did Swedenborg understand by organum at Genesis 4:21, and 
what exactly, when explaining this verse, did he mean in Arcana 
Coelestia 419 by organum autem est instrumentum medium inter chordaceum et 
quod inflatur? Below are notes that have been compiled in an effort to 
answer this question.
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