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TRANSACTIONS

OF THE

SEVENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

SWEDENBORG SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION

The seventy-ninth annual meeting of the Swedenborg Scientific 
Association was held in Pendleton Hall, Bryn Athyn, Pennsyl-
vania, on Monday, April 12, 1976. The meeting was called to order 
at 8:00 p.m. by the president, Prof. Edward F. Allen, with an 
attendance of 63.

The minutes of the seventy-eighth annual meeting were accepted 
as printed in the July-September, 1975, issue of The  New  
Philosophy .

The president noted the passing into the spiritual world of three 
valued members of the association: Bishop Elmo C. Acton, Prof. 
Wilfred H. Howard, and Mr. Gustav Genzlinger.

The report of the Board of Directors was presented by the 
secretary and accepted.

The treasurer stated that his annual report would be prepared 
after the end of the fiscal year and would appear in The  New  
Philosophy . He moved that last year’s report be accepted as 
printed in The  New  Philosophy  for July-September, 1975. The 
motion was passed.

The editor presented his report. It was accepted with thanks 
and appreciation.

Mr. Fitzpatrick presented the report of the nominating commit-
tee. There being no further nominations, the slate of the nominating 
committee was declared elected.

Vice-president Cole then took the chair, and President Allen 
gave an address entitled, “God, Man, and the World.”
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A discussion period followed.
Mr. Christopher Bown: Thanked Prof. Allen and said it was 

enlightening to see a way to envision and compare relationships. 
Mathematics is useful in showing how to deal with abstract rela-
tionships without getting bogged down in particulars. Prof. Allen 
has presented a scheme for dealing with the different series in the 
Writings, for seeing their relationships and differences, and to 
help us to understand their complexities.

Mr. Joel Pitcairn: Matrices were but a small part of this pro-
found paper. He was very much impressed with it and would have 
to think about it a lot before discussing it.

Miss Lyris Hyatt: This paper had given her to see something 
she had not seen before. It should be published so that we can 
study it.

Mr. Prescott Rogers: Mr. Allen has conversed with him on re-
lated subjects and has brought him a long way in the last couple 
of years. He had jotted down notes during the address and had 
a lot of ideas in his head, but they had just been seminated. He 
hoped to share them as they developed. The subject is very deep, 
including as it does the three basic religious questions: What is God, 
what is man, and what is the world. He was thankful for this 
introduction.

Mr. Michael A. Brown: He had been given a glimpse of a new 
relationship. Familiar things had been brought into a new per-
spective. He could feel Buber trying to reach through the Old 
Testament and how the New Testament would be an obstacle, and 
the Writings lying beyond that. All this will take time to assimi-
late. He thanked Mr. Allen for having stretched his mind.

Prof. Charles S. Cole: There is value in seeing truth through 
the eyes of thoughtful people who have not been privileged to see 
the vision of truth given in the Writings of the Lord’s Second 
Coming, but who, nevertheless are struggling to attain a compre-
hension of the relationship between man, other men, God, and the 
universe. These relationships are with us all the time, but until we 
reflect on them they are not a challenge. Not everyone is able or 
finds it interesting to ponder these things. Almost everyone gets 
as far as asking, Who am I ? What is out there? and, Who is this 
other person with whom I am interacting, Who is God, and what 
is my relation to Him? Some who haven’t access to revelation 
go through tremendous struggles in an effort to see more than
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the ordinary common-sense way of life allows them to. Mr. Cole 
recalled Prof. Allen saying, at Swedenborg House in London, that 
we don’t learn truth as knowledge nor even necessarily do we 
see truth within knowledge. We must live it for a while before we 
begin to know that it is true. We must take what the Writings 
give us as a matter of faith and put it to the test of living. Some-
times symbols such as matrices or other devices may be of use 
to some minds. Others may find them confusing. We are able to 
see truth by means of symbols and to learn about the philosophical 
doctrines given in the Writings—correspondence, influx, degrees, 
forms, societies, series. Each of us sees them differently and yet 
is able to communicate with others because we are in the image of 
God, each a unique form of use. Mr. Allen should publish some-
thing so that people can mull it over. Many other sessions should 
result from this. Particularly useful would be dialogues between 
two people. Mr. Cole urged that people beard Prof. Allen in his 
den and chase the subject back and forth on an individual basis. 
Prof. Allen likes this best and is at his best one-to-one or in a very 
small group where there is a chance to do a lot of chalkboard 
scratching and arguing, a lot of reflecting and staring out the 
window and coming back for other sessions.

Rev. Daniel W. Goodenough: Like others, he was in the semi- 
nating stage, the pondering stage. He was interested especially in 
the method of illustrating different series and asked about the 
meaning of the zeros in some of the matrices, whether they indi-
cate that we are not talking about those areas in the given discus-
sion or whether the elements do not exist.

Prof. Allen: The elements mean different things as you go from 
one matrix to another. He has been concerned about the meaning 
of the word homogeneous as applied to series. Heterogeneity 
shows up plainly in a matrix. If we put the Christian virtues of 
faith, hope, and charily into the matrix, the fact stands out that 
faith and charity are separated by hope. There is a problem. It 
seems right to put faith under wisdom. Hope sounds a little like 
will and so we put it under love. Then charity comes under use. 
In some instances we would put charily under love. Prof. Allen 
said he had a lot of questions in his mind, but he feds that the 
matrix as a symbol is suggestive. In some cases a zero means “I 
am not talking about it at the moment.” On the other hand it may 
symbolize rejection, as with Sartre, who tells us that at the age
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of 17 he was standing on a street corner, and he “threw God 
Almighty into the blue.” Sartre was raised by a Protestant father 
and a Catholic mother, and there was always this conflict in the 
home. As an adult Sartre categorically postulated that God did 
not exist. He wrote a letter to Albert Camus, one of his best 
friends, castigating him for apologizing for his atheism. A third 
variation is the Buber matrix, which is blank in two places. There 
is nothing there. We can’t say anything about it. “Nothing” is 
different from “zero.”

Prof. Cole brought the discussion to a close and called attention 
to the display of reprints of several lately out-of-print works of 
Swedenborg which had just arrived from the printer.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m., after which the officers 
and members of the Board and their spouses enjoyed a social 
gathering and further discussion at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joel Pitcairn.

Respectfully submitted,
Morna  Hyatt , Secretary

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Since the last annual meeting, there have been four meetings of 
the Board of Directors: on April 21 and October 14, 1975, and on 
March 17 and April 12,1976.

At the meeting of April 21, 1975, the following officers were 
elected:

Vice President: Mr. Charles S. Cole, Jr.
Secretary : Miss Morna Hyatt
Treasurer: Mr. E. Boyd Asplundh
Editor: Mr. Lennart O. Alfelt

At the other meetings the following matters were considered: 

Republication of out-of-print works:
 The Principia, vols. I and II

Miscellaneous Observations 
Five Senses
Tremulation
Fibre
Cefebrum, vols. I, II, and III 
Philosopher’s Note Book
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Material for The  New  Philosophy
Plans for the annual meeting
Summer study projects
Change in the date of the annual meeting
Placing books in the Academy Library in memory of Bishop

Elmo Acton, Mr. Wilfred Howard, and 
Mr. Gustav Genzlinger

Mr. Alfelt has been appointed to serve as liaison with other 
New Church translating and publishing organizations.

Respectfully submitted,
Morna  Hyatt , Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT 

for year ending April 30, 1976

Balance  April 30, 1975 $15,796.59

Plus Receipts 1975/76

Dues......................................................... $1,100.25
Subscriptions...............................  196.75
Contributions......................................... 1,950.00
Book Sales.............................................. 616.75*
Dividends & Interest............................ 1,936.74

$5,800.49

Less Expense 1975/76

New  Philosophy  (3 Issues)................ $2,729.00
Research....................................................... 505.00
Book purchase & binding.................... 2,642.83**
Misc. Office Expense.................................. 82.33

$5,959.16

Balance  April 30, 1976 $15,637.92

* Includes $588.48 received May 13, 1975 on account of books sold by the 
General Church Book Center from May 1, 1974-Apr. 30, 1975.

** Includes $2,571.33 partial payment for reprinting Principia and other 
out of print works.
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BOOK SALES 1975/76

Animal Kingdom, Vols. I & II.......................................... 25 Sets
Dock & Dam....................................................................... 2
Economy of the Animal Kingdom, Vols. I & II.............  28 Sets
Fibre...................................................................................... I
Generation............................................................................ 20
Letters & Memorials, Vols. I & II.................................... 24 Sets
Mechanical Inventions........................................................ 14
Principia: “Means to a True Philosophy’’....................  3
Psychologica............................................................................25
Psychological Transactions................................................. 22
Retardation of the Earth.................................................... 4
Selected Sentences................................................................ 3
Scientific & Philosophic Treatises, Pt. 1, Fascicle 1........ 1
deCharms, Lectures on the Philosophy of the Principia. 7
Odhner, The Human Mind.................................................. 57

Principles of the New Philosophy......................... 15
Swedenborg’s System of Degrees........ .................. 4

Pitcaim, Rational Psychology Concordance.................... 17
Retzius, Swedenborg, Anatomist & Physiologist............. 2
NEW PHILOSOPHY, back issues................................... 14

E. Boyd  Asplundh , Treasurer

EDITOR’S REPORT

The contents of last year’s issues of The  New  Philosophy  
represent a broad spectrum of present day scholarship within the 
New Church.'

We had studies on the origin of mankind and its evolution, 
where secular theories, archaelogical and anthropological sources 
were brought together with facts and principles in Swedenborg’s 
theological and pretheological works. Another study presented a 
novel theory of the origin and first developments of man’s verbal 
communication, so unique in creation.

The importance of analogical thought and the varied terminology 
used in Swedenborg’s language to describe the different types of 
thought processes was the subject of the annual address. The store-
house of knowledge, the memory, was the topic of another study.
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Other articles dealt with the knowledges of the memory and the 
deeper knowledges of man as well as of Swedenborg’s concept of 
religious knowledge. Some aspects of the key doctrine of degrees 
or order as developed in its initial stages in the Economy were dis-
cussed in philosophical notes.

The spread of the Writings and the influence they had in the 
Western world was treated of in one article while the psychology 
and practice of meditation was explored in another. Finally we 
published an introduction to a larger study of mythology as seen 
from New Church doctrine and analytical psychology.

I believe the breadth and quality of the above studies is en-
couraging. They demonstrate a confluence of specific studies of 
Swedenborg’s works with secular research, elucidating both. The 
growing body of knowledge in the world has forced specialization. 
Yet, at the same time, a new evaluation of these knowledges in 
philosophy, mythology, archaeology and the sciences has revealed 
the necessity and great usefulness of cross studies between the 
various disciplines. There is a growing need of forming a concept 
of the total picture so far as this is possible. This seems to create 
an intellectual climate in which the concepts put forth in the works 
of Swedenborg will have an excellent opportunity to develop their 
full potential, especially in the formation of a unified and God cen-
tered view of creation. In this work the scholars of the New 
Church have a great challenge and responsibility. The  New  
Philosophy  on its part and within its scope can and must play an 
important role in publishing and disseminating the results of stud-
ies made by these students. We again invite all New Church men 
and women to share with the readers of the magazine the fruits of 
their studies.

Finally, I wish to express my great appreciation and thanks for 
the good teamwork and support I have received from the Editorial 
Board consisting of Messrs. E. Boyd Asplundh, Donald C. Fitz-
patrick, Jr. and Kenneth Rose.

Lennart  O. Alfelt
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

At the meeting of the Board of Directors held on March 17, 
1976, Prof. Edward F. Allen announced his intention to retire from 
the presidency of the association not later than the 1977 annual 
meeting, and offered to decline the nomination this year if the 
Board had a successor in mind at this time.

The Nominating Committee (consisting of the Rev. Mark Carl-
son and myself) has decided, after deliberation and consultation, 
that it would be in the best interests of the association to have 
Prof. Allen serve until the 1977 Annual Meeting in order to allow 
more time in which to find a suitable candidate to succeed him in 
the office of president.

Accordingly, we nominate Prof. Edward F. Allen for the office 
of president of the association.

For the nine places on the Board of Directors we nominate the 
following nine gentlemen:

Dean Michael A. Brown 
. Prof. Charles S. Cole

’Mr. Donald C. Fitzpatrick, Jr.
Rev. Daniel W. Goodenough 
Mr. Joel Pitcairn 
Mr. Prescott A. Rogers 
Mr. Jerome V. Sellner 
Mr. Paul J. Simonetti 
Mr. Tomas H. Spiers

Respectfully submitted,
Donald  C. Fitzpatrick , Jr .
for the Nominating Committee

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

At a meeting of the Board of Directors following the Annual 
Meeting on April 12, 1976, the following officers were reelected:

Vice President: Mr. Charles S. Cole, Jr.
Secretary: Miss Morna Hyatt
Treasurer: Mr. E. Boyd Asplundh
Editor: Mr. Lennart O. Alfelt♦

Morna  Hyatt , Secretary
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